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A Summary of Cliriftlan Faith 

and Pradtice. 



INTRODUCTION. 



1 

^i^HAT growing difrcgard to the glorious Gofpd of 
the bleffed God, which appears every where among 
. V. the prefent Profeflbrs of chriftianity, cannot but 
deeply affeft every one who knows the excellency of this 
wonderful revelation of divine mercy. 

For the fake of a chrifiian name, multitudes claim the 
privilege of baptifm ; but very few confider what is im-* 
ptiedjn the chriftian profcflion. The greater part con- 
tern thenifelves with vague fuperficial riocions of religion^ 
and are .formal and fuperltitious, or carelefs and licenti- 
ous. Numbers live in the ncglcft of the duties of pri- 
vate devotion, and fhew much indifference to public 
worifhipi thcKjgh they call themftlvcs chriftians, they 
walk according to the courfe of this world, (hew little 
rcrpc(^to the plaineft commands of the Gofpel, and hold 
fto communion with Chrift and his CI)urch in the Lord's 
fupper ', or prbphancly proftitute that diftinguiftiing 
pledge and feal of our holy profefiion to f^cular vie\ys. 
J\t\d even among thofc who affume more oFthe chriftian 
charafter, the fpirit and power of godlinefs give place 
too far to the form ; and becaufc iniquity abounds, the 
love of many waxes cold. The churches are divided^ 
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ind fubdivided, under various modes and party riames ( 
aqd while they glory in men, and worldly diftindionv 
thpy axe betrayed into angry contenttons ; and often for- 
get rhe mofl: eflential principles of chriftianity, efpccially 
ih^t fundamental Jaw of Chrift — thai bis difciples muji love 

' om* another: We rarely fee brethren of the famB' cbiihdb 
fo firmly united as they ought to be in faith and charity, 
or fufficjently mindful of ihe/gr? ajj^ndlj of chriftian £cl- 
lowfhip. - They arc too negligent of mutual watchfulntfs 
and brotherly admonition, and too eafily give way to 
^j^fpUapnsjind fccret^grudges^ enyy gnd fir.fe j. ancLlhjJis 
the peace and order of the church is frequently didurbed, 
and evangelical difcipline gradually' abates. And when 
profeljbr^ ac^departing/roxn iT^h fii^h phd dl^edkncebf ih 

' gofpcl, not receiving the love of the truth, but haviOj^ 
pleafure in unrightcoufnefs, the Spirit of falfehood i^ikcs 
advantage of the times, drcffes up religion' in new ftapes, 
deludes merv ^with fable-s, .and; abfurditie?, and infpites 
them.with wrath and hatred under the cover of . zeal for 
God : the confcquence.vQf ; which is^ a more, general: a-* 
poftacy from the faith, and groflcr corruption of morals* 

, .WHAiTEVEa variety. of caufes .rriayr;ha-vc; coQdwpredi to 
fink the churchpsioto-ibe prtfect low ftpte, all may be 
fumM up in this'Otie .general caufe, viz.: — 1 haLchrJfiians 
have turned aivajithiir attention Jrcm the plain dc^rines'^d 
.precepts of tbe.gGfpely.as ikey v:ereaVfirft. pr^acbcd^injb^iv 
gemdhsjimplicity^ hy Jefus Cbriji/a??d' bis '/IpoJileSi '^'^Th<?re- 
tore they who defire to fee chriftianity cccoveriog .it's 
primitive appearance, and powers niult vifli'that proleflors 
may be reminded of the.u*^Vj, of our Lord- JeptszChrill^ 
and led more ferioufly.aad.dofcfcydiQiattend to thofedodl-r 
rines of the gofpcl which conUiituic the. faith of a-lLbe* 
lievers, and thofe precepts of godiinefs which are the 
rules of their obedience. In order to this, every chfiftian, 
in his proper fphere, may lend ibme affiftance ; and every 
method which hath a tendency to promote the knowlege 
and pradtice of primitiv;? chriftianity, may be- of. fame 
advantage to the Church, 

This 
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, This is the defign of the following Summary ; which 
claims no farthef regard. than as it may be fubfervient to 
this valuable purpofe* IfChrift and his Apoftles have 
dcli^rcred to us a compUat Syftem of divine iruiby \\nsfame 
Syjlemowght Jo ftand as clear as poffiblein every chri? 
ftian's mmd, thac.he may be firmly eftabliihed in the ' 
belief of it. rin order to this chriltians muft fee with' 
their own.cye?, view the fcripturcs in their original fim- 
pU€ity,:obfervc tKe m^utual connexion of the dodtrines 
revealed, attend efpecially to ihofe which dijinguijb the 
gqfpel from all other fchemes of feligion, and believe only 
«pon full conyiaion of t-he truth. He that hath coUedcd 
w^ certain principles of tchgion from the holy fcriptures, 
muft be fuppojed. hitherto to have rt^d them without 
underffanding, and may properly be faid to Relieve nothing \ 
and he who bath formed his' notions of religion merely 
upon human writings, believes m$n^ and not God. Yet 
chriftians need, fome afliftance in gaining a clear and per- 
feft view of the Gofpel'; and this is the proper defign 
and ufe of all preaching and writing upon the fcriptures. 
Therefore, (whatever may juftly be objefted againft hu- 
man creeds and confeffians, when fet up as ftandards of 
faith in competition with the fcriptures) fo far as any com- 
pendium of religion only ferves to lead chriftians,efpecially 
fcch as are but babes in Chrift, to a better acquaintance 
with the oracles of God, it may be admitted upon an 
equal footing with all other human writings^ and. eicape 
the fcverity of fucb a cenfure. 

The Writer of thefc fheets defires no more : his aim 
is only to remind chriftians of what they have learned from 
the word of God, and lend fome afliftance to tfiofe who 
defire t6 fix their thoughts upon the moft important in- 
ftrudlions of the Gofpel. His earneft wifti that all chri- 
ftians may confider their declenfions, and repent, and be 
more united in fhe acknowlegement of Chrift, the obedi- 
ence of faith, and the hope of eternal life, by recolleding 
the main doftrines of the new Tcftamenr, is all his 
apology for attempting fuch a^ general view of the chri- 

ftian 
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ftian rellgian. He is too fenfible of the obfctJfity ofliis 
name, and hqvir largely he ihares in human imperte^ons, 
to have the leaft thought of impofing his own views of 
the gofpcl upon any, by dogmatical aflfertions. Yet, as^ 
he endeavors to fpeak a^ much as poffibk in the very 
language of the 3cript«res, and hath fmcercly aim'd to 
rcpnefent every truth iii the moft fimple manner, accord- 
ing to the divine Oracles, he cannot but entertaiii fame 
confidence, that he exprefles the fentimen ts of the gcnc- 
ralicy of chriftians who have read the n,cw TelUmcnt with 
care, as well as his own. What he now offers to the 
public was indeed primarily ^intended for the particular 
benefit of his awn flock j but hi^ fatisfadtion will be in* 
creafcd if it -may be more extenfively ufcful. 

If any thing ejfeniial to chriflian faith and praftice is 
omitted in this Summary, the Writer will accept it as a 
great kindnefs, if ibmc friendly hand will correfl: the 
ijnadvertcnce. But it will give him no concern to be 
charged 'With negledting any thing vyhich. depends merely 
upon cbe authority of human fchemes, or the peculiarities 
of a party. On the contrary, it wHlalford him no fmall 
fatisfaition to find he hath kept all doubtful quefiiom at^d 
firifes <if WOK ds OMi of view, -and faid none other things 
tbanChrift and his Apoftlesiiave plainly delivered : nor 
will he be .wholly difappoimed in his aim, it only fome of 
the weakeft chriftians fhould be taught, by ^his brief ac- 
count of chfiftianity, what arc the firft principles of the 
Oracles of God. 
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A Summary of Chriftian Faith 

and Pradice. 

PARTI. 

CoKTAIKING 

{ 

The Capital Articles of Chriftian Faith* 

There it one 
Art. 1. God,tlicCrc- 

atorofali 
Of GOD. *i«gs* 

/ 

##^#^HERE is one God and Father of ^ph. 4- 6. 
1^—^^ all, who is above aU, and thro* 
I T I ^ all, and in all, whofc name alone Exod.&a,^. 
#^— ^^ is Jehovah, the Jlmighty and^^^^-^h^^- 

' ##m|# Everlajiing God. He is the liv- Gen. 17, i. 
ing and true God, and befidcs him - there is Ifa- 4f ^* 
Bd other. He made Heaven and Earth, men i Cor. z^^jS. 
and all creatures, and he preferveth them all. Nefa. 9. 6» 
The heavens declare his glory to all mankind, 
by, (hewing them, from day to day, and from pfai. 19. 1^ 
night to night, the wonderful works of his 2> i* 
handfi : for the invifible things of God from 
the creation of the world are prefented clearly « 
to view, being poti&ed to eve^y attentive ob- ^i^"*' ^' *^ 
ferver by the things which are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead. But God hath 
more perfeftly revealed himfelf to/man by his Pf*l-H7*'9i 

, "Word, which aflurcs us that Hb iSy and that ^^' 
^ is, a rewarder if them that Mligintly feek Heb. i u 6^ 

T • Gop 
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nature oFGod 

Hcb^a*^* God is a Spirit, invifible, eternar, and infi* 
Aa. 17. 23. ^'^^^ y ^^c Father of Spirits, in whotn we live, 
— 29. and jnove, and have our Being. He continu- 

Pfal. 90. 2. eth the fame from everlaftihg to cverlafting, 
an loz. 26, g^j ^jjj^ j^jj^ jg j^^ variablcnefs or fhadow of 

J^m.'i. 17. turning. To him all perfeftion of niture and 

blelHichiefs muft be afcribed ; and we muft 
worlhip him in fpirit and in truth, as that 
glorious Being who giveth unto all, life, and 
breath, and all things. 

God is fu- ' / 

17^ ^^^ ^^ ^'^"^» ^^'^^ *^ ^^^' ^^^^^^^^ upholds all 
. ' things by the word of his power, and main- 

Piral.93 I — ^4- tains an univerfal government overfall the 
7* works of his Jiands as their fupreme Lord. 

Dan, 4. 34, He ruleth by his. power forever, and doth ac-, 
35- cording,to his Will in the army of heaven, and 

Ifa. 40. 12— among the inhabitants of the earth, and is ac- 
?7* countable to none of his creatures for any of 

J^ 3?- '3* i^jg proceedings. With equal eafe he dife6ls 
jer. 32. 27. af^dgov^rns the greateft things, and the leaft ; 
Ifa, 40. 26. numbers and orders the hairs of our heads or 
Pfal. 147.4-9 the ftars of heaven ;, takes care oiw3Qftt5bi7^, or 
Mitt 6. 26^ of the ravens, fparrows, and lilies of the field ; 
so.to.29, 30. and overrules the moft minute events of the 
Ifa. 44. .7. prefenc time, and of all ages , yet to come. 

He is the King eternal, immortal, invifible, the 
I Tim. 1. 17. only wife God : the blcflcd and only Poten- 
6. 15, i6. tate. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; wha 
only hath in^mortality, eflcntially lA himfelf, 
dwelling in tlic light which no man can ap- 
proach unto ; whom no man bath fcen or can 
' fee ; to whom be honor and power cverlaft- 

• ing. Amen. 

The divine ' . /- rr* « • 

BfTcncc nnli- ^^^ ^^ cvery where prcfent. His Being 15, 
mitcd. unlimited. The heaven of heavens cannot 

iKuig»8.37. contain him. He is a God at hand, and af^r 

•'- •^. 23, off J for he fills heaven and earth. - He (urn 

jrounda 
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toUnds us on every fidfe, and wc cannot go Pfal. 159.1^ 

from hi$ prefencc or flee from his Spirit : he **• 

compafTech our path and our lyingjiown, and 

IS acquainted with ^11 our ways. There is.no job 34. 21, 

ijatknefs^ nor deep retirement, where the wick- 22. 

^d can hide themfelves from God, ^ . ^ . 

\ lNFiNiTEKnowlege,Wifdom,andPowerbe-^J^^^^^^^ 

longto God. Heknowsallhis worksfrom the ^a. 15. 18.' 

J)eginning of the world. His underftanding is p^y , 

in&nitc, comprehending all things, whetjier 

paft, prefcnt, or future. Nochtng can efcapc ira. 46. 10. 

his notice ; for his eyes are in every place, Prov. 15.3. 

beholding the evil and the good ; he looketh job 28. 24. 

.unto the ends of the earth, and feeth under 

the whole heaven-, he fearcheth our, hearts, jcr. 17. 9,10. 

and uriderftandeth our ihoughta afar off : Nei- pfal. 139. 2. 

.ther is there any creature which is not manifeft j^^j^^ 

in his fight i but all things are naked and 

lOpened unto his view. Wifdom and Might j)^,^; ^ ^^ 

are his, and from him, as the fountain, all the 21, 22, 

.wifdon;, !'"•" '*cge, and power of angels and 

/nen arc derived. H^ is the )great, the mighty Jcr. 32, 17— 

God, the Lord of Hofts -, great in counfel, ^9* 

and mighiy.io work.. His counfel (hallftand, Ifa. 46. lo, 

aAd he will- perform all his pleafure, for with Gen. 18. 14; 

him nothing is. hard or impoflible. . AH his |^ . / 

works manifeft his infinite Wifdom and al- * ^*'^ 

.mighty Pofr^r ;.and k becomes all creatures Prov. 3. 19, 

,toiubmit to his tVill,for al! his ways are right. ^°* 

His Wifdom i^ unfathomable by any finite Matt. .6. io» 

underftandings ; he cannot be inftruded by ^^^- H\9^ 

his creatures ; nor does he ftand in need of ^om. u. 

any thing from the,m ; for of him,, and thro' 33— 3^» 

him, and to him are all things, ^ whom be ^^ 

glory fortver. 

' ': ' God 19 cifett-i 

, God is eflentially holy ; free from every tiaily holy. 
jpiioral blea\\Ih anjj impurity, ^nd irreconcile- pfai. 5. 4, ; 

eablc a2« 3* 
•- — - 
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rpmui3»i^: abJc td all wickedncfs. It is not poffible that 

God (hould be tempted Avith evil ; neither 

can he teftipt or encourage any nian to fin, 

or take pleafure in the workers of iniquity. 

Ifa. 6. 3. Angels and Saints in heaven proclaim the 

Rev* 15. 3,4. glory of God, as exalted in holfnefs, and wor*- 

* thy of all honor, becaufe He only is bolyi who 

All moral per is the Lord God almighty. , 

fedions are to 

^0 G^d^"^'^'^ Justice, Goodncfs, Truths Mercy, and c- 

very other moral Perfeftion, are to be attri- 
Matt. 5. 4S. bu^ej to the di'.ine Nature. God's Throne is 
Pfal, ^9^. 14. founded' on Juftice and Judgment, and as 
Gen. li. 25. Judge of all the earth he can do nothing but 
Pfal. 145.J7. ^'^^^ '^ right. He is righteous in all his ways, 

and holy in all his works ; and all creatures 
Dcut. 32. 4. are governed by Laws fuited to their refpeft- 

ive natures. Laws which are perfedly wife, 

Pfal. 14; 9. juft^ and good. He is good unto all,* and his 

A6t, 14. 17. tender mercies are over all his work's ; and he ' 

Matt. c. A- '^ giving continual teftimonies of his goodnefs 

^' and patience towards ungrateful- and finfal 

.l>e«t. 7. 9. ^ nigj^^ fj^ iV the feith^ul God, who cannot lie. 

Num. 23. 19. but will perform his word, fo that neither his 
Pfal. 143. 2. promifes n6r threatnings (hall fail. When he 

enters into judgment, he will not acquit the 
Nah. I, 3. wicked : But he is long-fuffering, not willing 
^Vct 3. 9, t^^^ a^y fhould perilh ; and he defers the ex- 
ecution of his threatnings, that by his goodncfs 
Rom. 2. 5, 4. and forbearance men may be led to repentance. 
Ifa. 13. II. Though he hath determined - to puriilh the 

world for the evil which is in it, and the wicked 
E*od. 34. 6. for their iniquity; yet God is merciful and 

gracious, rich in benignity unto all that call 

20 ^' *^' "poti him, ready to pardon all manner' of fins, 

\! according to that fpecial covenant, con^ficnie^ 

A ' 3', 19- ^ by j^ig Q2ti^^ jj^ which he hath prpmifcd to fave 

Heb.6.i7,i8. all who truft in that wonderful mercy abun- 
dantly mfaidc known in the GofpcL ..> 

" These 
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These are fome of the glorious charadei-s ^^ "J"*, 
of God by which he hath revealed himfelf to ^^^'^P"^*"^- 
man. But how fmall a portion is heard and ^ 
known of him ! Who can by fcarching find out ^^ * ' • +' 
the Almighty unto perfedlion ? The knowlegc Job 11.7,8,9, 
of God is wonderful I of boundlefs extent ! pfij. 139, g. 
The mind of man can never trace it through 
it's everfpreading dimenfions. But from the 
hbly Scriptures we may gain all that knowlcge 
of the nature and glorious attributes of God> 
-which is heceflary to lead us to the enjoymenc 
o£ confummate happinefs in him. 

Art. II. 

I ■ • 

/ . 

Of the holy Scriptures; 

I 

THE holy Scriptures of the old and new 
Teftamenr, as contained in our Bibles 
commonly ufed, and which are acknowleged 
by Froteftants to be canonical, all chriilians are 
to receive with the highcft reverence as the 
Word OF the Living God. They were 'Theff.z.ij. 
wricteji by holy Men of God, as they were aPcti 20,21. 
moved by the holy Ghoft : And being given ^ rj^^^^ 
by. divine infpiraiion, they are to be regarded 15—17, * 
as the only Rule of Faiih and Pra£fice, by 
which all doftrines muft be tried, and our 
whole condufit in matters of religion governed. > 
For whatever variety is.foui^d in thofe facred 
books, they are all adapted to our improve- 
ment in knowle'ge and holincfs, being profi- 
table for doftrine, for reproof, for corred;ion,_ 
and for inftruftion in righfcoufncfs ; that the 
man of God maybe pcrfeft, thoroughly fur- 
nilhed unto all good work^ ; and they are able 
to iliake us wife unto falvaiion, through faith 
in Chrift Jcfus. » 

• B t More 
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Moft t cfpccially. The Go/pel of J ejus Cti-iji, 
contained in the ivritings of the new Tefbii- 
menCi is the laft, the clcarcft, and mod com- 
plete revelation of the Will of God for the 
eternal falvation of finful n\en ; fo that we afc 
. neither to expedt, nordefire, any farther revc*. 
lation from heaven to guide us to eyerlafting 
life. ^ 

i 

Hcb. 1. 1. , God, who at fundry times, and in divers 
jnanners fpake unto the Fathers by the Pro- 
phets, hath in thcfe laft. days fpoken unto i^^ 
Eph.x. 7,8,9. by his Son ; by whom he hath made known 

the abundant riches of hi$ wifdom and mercy 
in the redemption of tlic world. .This reve- 
lation of his Will is emphatically called — The 
Luk. z. 10, Q'qJp^iL^ . becaufe it brings gQod news from 
*'* heaven to Qiiferable men, and opens ilie wbolp 

myftcrious method in which God is, in Chrift, 
2 Cor. 5. 18, reqonciling the world onto himfdf, nor impu- 
'9* ' ting URto men their ttefpaffes. It contains a 

faithful accoijnt of the Pcrfon, dodrines, mi- 
racles, crucifixion, refurreftion, and glory of 
t Tim. 1. 15, the Son of God, who came into the world to 
>^- fave finners ; and inftrufts us in all things 

Ad, lu 14. ncccffary for our falvation by him. 

•Art. IIL 
Of Tefus Chrift the Savior of the World. 

Thediftin- 

gaiihirefahh TESUS of Nazareth, who was crucified by 
cfchriftians. J the wicked hands of the Jews as an Im- 
Joh. 1/41, poftor and Biafphemer, was the very Meffiah 
45. promifed under the old,Teftament, pointed out 

Luk. 1. 68— by all the Prophets as t^^ iiavior of IfraeK and 
75. earneftly expe£bed~ by the people of God. 

Therefore, the difiinguijhing Faith 'which all 
' chriftians profcfs, may be thus generally ex- 

. <. ' ' prcffcd|[ 
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pfefftdyVt2'.— Jti«s or Nas^areth- js th« i Joh. 5. i; 

ChRI^ST^ TH5 SON: OF THE "LlVINQ GoDj 

mho. €0m into ibe^wotl^ 40 fav^ Jinners^ and was Mt^. 16.^ 

delivered up t4 be, crucified for our offences and ^^^* ^--^6^ 

r^i/ed again f^ i^r jjiftification. ' . . i .;. .;^ 

4 Jerutistlie 

The charai5lcr of ^/'^ Cbrifiis given to Jefvis, Ci&r(/f, 

ibecaufe he is cminentlyGod*s flW»/^i, fuftain- PfaLSp-ij^ 
iagthofe three high offices of « Pr<fpbUy Prieft^ 37* 
'%n6 King^ to which men were anointed fpr the • : ' * 
fer vice of the church atvd kingdom of <3od un- . ^ 
der the old X^ft^n^nf* In the Peribn of Jefu« 
Chrift all thefe offices are now united ; and he 
performs every thing implied in them, for the ^. • ♦ 
benefit of his church under the new covenant. 
Being the SmofGod^ as well as the Son ofma^^ ^'•* ^'* '• 
and having been anointed of God wi:th the holy Aa* ip, jj^r 
Ghoft, and with power, JefusChcift is per&^ly Pfa!. z. 2, '- 
qualified for the faithful diicbarge^ of all theie ColoC u 19^ 
offices, and without the leaft failure accom- 20* , ^ 
pUiheth every thing belonging to them> ac- 
cording toliis Father's Will : fo that the people joh« S. 39. 
of God, committed to his car^, may depend 
wholly on him for wifdom,righteoufnefs, fanfti- ' Cor. 1. 3^ 
lication, and redemption, and obtain all the ^*' 
blcfllngs of gr<ace and glory by him, as the Epii. i. 9* 
only Mediator betwixt God and man, and the 1 Tmaz^tfii 
complete Head and Savior of ail that truit in 
him. 

Ai^THoucH wc cannot form adequate Ideas M« |^ the 
of the full import of this diftioguilhing cha- ^^•'^^ 
rafter of Jefus Chrift, that He is the Son of 
God^ for no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father ; yet God hath declared him to be bis: 
Son by repealed teftimonies from heaven, and ^**^* 3* '7J 
that in fuch a peculiar fenfe, as implies the ^7- 5^ 
fieareft relation to> and moft intimate unioit 
jirich the Fathen Kp other Beings, whether 
" ^ men 
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'- *■' • mcri oY angels, are called tbeSons of God in the 

^ , fame emphatical nianner : for to which of the 

?Ik1. ^. 7* angels faid he, at any time, ibou art fftf Son 

Hcb.,1.4, 5. /^^-^ ^ay. £,^^^ I begotten tbte ? He is the only 

J[oh. I. 18. begotten Son^ which is in the Bofom of the 

— ' Father, who hath made known that God whom 

' no man hath feen at any time, or can fee, 

Chr 1ST is called the Son of God, on account 

Lnk. 1.50^ of his miraculous conception by the power of 

?^' the Holy Ghoft, in ihe Virgin Mary's womb ; 

Rom. X. 4. ^^^ *''^ becjiufe God raifed him from the 

p dead, and exalted him to his throne in the 

' / ^* higheft heavens. But thefe were only fubfC" 

J quent declarations of his filial relation to God« 

and that with more immediate refpeft to his 

Job? 17.' r. humanity : for he had the fame honor and 

•' * g'ory with the Father, as his Son, before the 

liarlc 12. 6. world was, and was fent by him, under this 

Col. 1.15,17. charafter, into the world.- He is before all 

things ; the image df the inviiible God i the 
• " firft botn of every creature. 

Heb.S. 2, 3. As his Son, God hath appointed him heir 6f 

all things % by whom alfo he made the worlds ; 

and by whom he upholds and governs all 

Mattni, 27. things. No nrian knoweth the Father, fave 

the. Son, and he to whomfoever the Son will 
Job. 10.30—^ reveal him. The Father dwelleth in him, and 
3^- he in the Father. .He is the brightncfs of the 

Hcb. I. 3. Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his 

Pcrfon ; To that the Father and the Son . are 

one, by an intimate incomprehenfible union. 

Job. 5,19,20. and whatfoever things the Father doth, thefe 

alfo doth the Son likewife. 

« 

The Son of Gpd hath every divine character 

afcribed to him in the holy fcriptures, Aa 

Cod manifcfts himfelf by his word and work^^ 

all 



all that is knbwn of brm, in both^ thefc ways, 
is known only as he declares himfelf in and by 
his Son. Jefus Chrift is named the Word of 
God : for he is that glorious Perfon by whom '^*^* '9* »3* 
God fpeaks, and manifefts all his wifdom and i Cor. i. 24% 
power-, Whofe voice was heard when thciworld 
was made 5 who theti fpakc, and it was done 5 ' , . 
who commanded, and it 'ftood fad. This Joh. *i. i — \» 
^(?riwas in the beginning with God, and was - , 
God. By him all things were made, and .with- 
out him was not any thing made which was 
made. -He created all things that are ia bea- Col. 1.-16* 
ven, and that are in earth, vilible and invifible ) '7* ' - 

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities,; or powers, all things were made - -^ 1 
by-hin) and for him; and «he is before^ 
things, and by him all things confifl*, and arc 
upheld. He is the true God ; in whom all the ' Jol»» S- *o> 
charaders of God are mofl exprcfly revealed 
and rendered confpicuous ; to whom divine K«^* '• 3» 
worfhip is to be paid by men and angels, ac- Rcv.5.;2,i3; 
cording to that command — And let all ihi Hcb. \. 6. i 
jingels ofGodworJinp him. His name, accord- 
ing to ifaiah's remarkable prophecy,- is^ IVon-^ ^^** 9* 6» ?• 
derful^ Counfellor^ the mighty God^ the everlajiing' 
Father^ the Prince of peace : for all that is- fairf . , : . *• * 
of Jehovah in the old Tcftament, is fpoken of 
God as made known ihtougb bis Son Jefus Cbrijt^ 
in whom all the glbfy of the Father is re- 
vealed* Chrift it the 

Son of man* 

The Word of God was made flefl>y and dwelt J®**- '• '4- 
with men on earth, and Jo became tht^Son ofj^^- S* 27. - 
maHj and was truly man, being a partaker of Heb. 2. 14H 
our flefti and blood : arid therefore his name! '^- 
is alfo called, Immanuel^ Hod with us. In Chrift Matt 1. 23. 
Jefus God was fnanifefi in the fiejh,zt^^ in him* i Tim. 3. i6* 
dwelt all the fulnefs af the GodbeaJ bodily. Cotaff. «• Of. ^ 
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K^» pU*!^ J*5^5 Chris*, isMedtitvn is a Pr*?^^ ^rf 
ph«! '^" Teacher fent fnom God \ who.hath made.kw>wri 

all his Father's Will to men, tcftifying ^t 

wrath of God jfgainft all who contintjc in fin, 

and promifin^ eternal life to all who repeat 

Aod believe the Gofpel. He is that ^reat 

f/-!^ig. -/^^^i^^^ ^*^o^ God promifed to raifc up» Hke 

jA-i '^ ' ' liQto Mofcs, to whom all arc commanded to 

7 37."'^^' hearken. He i$ greater than Mofes arid all 

H b * 6 ^^^ ahtitnt Prophets, for ht was fern d&wn 

• 3- 3» • from. heaven immediately from the Father, ks 

^^^iK^^'^ his Son, appointed over his own hoefe, and he 

^^\ • . fpeaks with all. his Father's authority. He 

bath delivered all the words which the Father . 
Jo1i.it. 49» gave him a commandment to fpeak, and fo:. 
5^- bath completed the rcveladon of chemind and 

^5» '$• ^iU of God to n>cn» in" the fcripturcs of the 

1 ' . new.Teftamcnt, for the eteraal falvation of all 

fyho hearktft to him. . . 

. ;; ' . His. oaiffion as a PrppheS is confirmed by 

MaA 1?. 2t "^^^y fcmarkable predict iops, uttered by him'? 

felf, and by bis Spirit in the Apoftles, which 

t-; cj .^ .:» hay^. been already in part accomplilhcd, and 

wiUfa^th^r be .verified unto the end of the 

I Job. J 24.—. ^P^^d? And. by his word; accompanied with 

zj. ' his boiy Spirit) he is efi*^^ually inflrt^idling and 

guiding all that hearken, to him, ro the way. 

Aa. 3. 23. CO eternal life : .and ^11 who refufe to hear an4 

f ' obey him, will finally be deftroyed. ', . 

Chfia k oor Jesus is the gre^t IUgb-Priefi over the houfc 

High-PMcft. of Qod, typified by the prieithood and facrificcs. 

^ ^ . • under the old Teftament •, who performs every 

thing for his Cburcht in the moft perfect maa^ 

ner, whiich was then butf faintly reprefented 

.^ . uoder : 4arjk ihadows« That ^e might be a 

Het. 2. 14— merciful a^d faithful high Pricft in things per-* 

•*«^ taining to God, tg make wconciliatign for the 



fins of his pcojple, he was. ma[ae ih all. AingS 
like linto his brethren, partaking of Hcfh aria' 
blood with them, and pafling through ^ftefami* 
tefrptaciohs and ftifftrings to which they are 
fubjcftcd. But he was holy, harmlcfs, lande-* Hcb. 7, iSi 
filecfl, feparate frpip figne.s, and nccdcth pot ^7- 
daily to QiFer up facnfice, firft for his own fins, ^ : -^ V 
an^d then for ^hc people's j for in 'him was no! i J^h* 3- J» 
flOp ^nd by one offeHpg he hath perfefted fof« ^ ^ , 
ever thtrp that* arcfandtified. Asevery high Hebao.ijia 
Pric.ft, taken from .among rhcn, is ordained for H* 
men in things pertaining to God, that he may^^^-S- *• 
oflTer both gifts and lacrifices for fins : fb 
Chrift gaVe hitnfelf :fpr us, an offering, and a Eph. 5. 2. 
fecrificc of a fyyect-ftnellirig favour untb God. ' 
His bpcjy )j^a? offered on the crpfs for us { his^ ,q. v ^ X 
bloQci wa? iljed for thfe remifllon of fins i an^ Mttt 2^. 
Bci^g midc pcrf?6l by his obedience unto. 26— 78 ' 
de^ih, he becarqe tht autbcJr of eternal falva- rfeb. 5, 8, jfr 
tjpn unto all jhem -that, obey him. Bot as-tCDr.15 3,4^ 
Chrift died for pur fins, according to the fcrip-' ■* ' " 

tures, he alfo rofe again for our juftification,'Rom- 4- 25- 
and hath eqtered into the immediate prefence 
of God in heaven as our prevailing advocate j'Hcb.9. ^4' 
where he now liveth forever to make inter-: 7'H»^S^ 
ceflion for his people, that both their perfdhs^ , ' 

, and fervlces may be accepted of God, and ^P*** *'^* 
tli<^t he may obtain all fpiritual and heavetily 

bicflings for them. 
' * ^ Cbriftii 

jflesus Christ is tha.t King whotii God hath.^'"^- 
anointed and placed on his holy hill of Sion, or Wal. a. 2, & 
on the thrpne qt government in his Church ; 
into whofe hands all power in heaven and Matt. 28. 18; 
earth is coiiimiited. God, having raifed him Eph. i. ao-a* 
from the dcadj hath fct him at. his own right *^* 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and tniight, and dominion, 
ind every name that is namcd^ not only in 
^ / - ' S this 
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t^ls ^orld, but alfo ih^that wtkh is to come ;^ 
and hath pot all things undfer^his fcet^ and: 
given him to be the head oVcr all things to 
?i- - the church. 



Joli, i8. 36. ^^ ^'^^ kmg4om is not of this u. 'Id. It doih 

,, ^ .: • ,not confift in earthly power or grandeur j/fjor 

! doth it any ways interfrre with thq pbllt^ of 

V-^'* 3^?• worldly pmpircs or Uates It is ori fpiritual 

and heavenly nature V coofiftirtg in that (piri- 

a - ,:.. tual and divine . authority vihich he exercifeth 

over all th'at believe on his name, and hi^ do- 

. « minion ov^r all things* f6r the benefit of his 

Pfal. I to. 1, people. By his word and Spirit he fubjeds 

*^1- ' • their fouU vto his government,' rules In their 

^ . _ ' hearts, defends them from the! power of all 

Colour. I. 12, • r !_' • ^L i J M^ • ^ ^1 

^j . ' enemies or their happinels, and prepares them 

:irOrim..4ri8. for theperfeft llate of tts kingdom in heaven, 
^^atjt. 18. i7i ^"^ his kingdom hath i vijibleform on earthy 
~2d. ' appearing in the woi^fliip, order, and govern- 

U . ment, which he hath dftablifhed in his Church 

according \6 the commands and inftitutiops of 

. ^ the ,gofpcL All who profefs faith in his name, 

4;&. 2. 4^-^ and are formed into religious focieties accord* 

47- . ingtohis appointment, voluntarily engaging 

,,^71 to obferve his laws and inftitgtions, for their 

m^utgal edification in faith, love, and holintfs, 

are his vifible Church and Kingdom, however 
t fcattered through the world. And Chrift, as 

fupreme head and King of bis Cbtfrcb^ hath com- 
Ifi^tt a>j8,20. mitted to. writing all the efltntial la^s, rules^ 

and orcjcrs of his kingdom, for the ihftrudion 

and government of his profeflcd fubjefts. 
.- Nor can any other dodrines or laws receive 

Matt. 15. 9. jj^g ftamp of his authority, and become bind- 
Coloff.a.io, .^g upon jiis fubjefts, buc thofe already pub* 

liflied in his name in the (acred fcriptures, 
HA* 2.3, 4* which have been confirmed by.figns,.and wcn- 

^tr§, and gifts of the bOjIy Ghbft': iiut'chrfsr 

ftians 



« 
ftians arc bound, by their acknowlegement of 

Chrift as their only Lord and Matter, to reject 

.all do6lrineSf commands, apd traditions of 

men, which any ways contradift or interfere 

wjth bis commands and ordinances, or which Gtt. 5 i 15;^ 

tend to bind the confcience where he has left *'^'- 3*^** 

us free. 

As King, Jcfus Chrift will take eSedtual care 
of his Church, which is built upon the foun-' 
dation of the prophets & apoftles. He himlclf Epb. 2, t^- 
being the chief corner It nc. He will build 
it up, prcrferye and defend it by his almighty .- 
.pow^r. rp the roidft of all dangers and enemies. Matt 16. i8« 
arid govern every thing in the courle of pro- 
vidence with fpc6al reference to it's we If a e 4 
i^nd, notwithftanding, the moft dilcouraging 
appearances, he M(rt}i continue it unto the end Matt. 2S,2#3 
gf the world. 

Chrift if. - - 

' Finally ; Jefu^'^Chrift is o^dainedf of God Jj^orfr^** 

to be the Judge of the living and the dtad : tor ^ ' ^t *- 

thcFather judgeth no man,but hath committed '°' '**' 

all judjgmeht unto the Son, that all men may J°^'-5*2»»*3» 

honor the Son even as they honor the Father, 

Of this God haih given affurance to all mt- n, Aa 17. 31. 

in that he hath raifed fcim from the dead. 

We muft all appear before the judgment feat iCor.5. ic% 

of.Chrift, that every one may receive the things ^«* 

(lone in the body» according' to tijat which he 

ha'tli done, whcthier ift be good or -bad : and 

tlien the Lord will bring to light the hidden 

things of dirknefs,' and make madifeft the ' ^^^' 4 5* 

couj^fejsof all hearts -, and as the only Law- 

jdivir.of his kingdoni, he will fhew his power jam. 4. im 

])6iK, tg faye and to deftroy. * ^* 

. . » C 2 • A 11 T3 . 
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Of the Holy "Ghoft. " 

(|«ttVaVl8^ HjpHJE.Hp^^^ into whofp ri^nrie, td« 

X g<r^her with that orthe Fath'e'r.'and thi 
Matt 6 ^°"' Chi i(|;uns arc baptized, is frcqucntjy callled 
Rom! I 9— MUbe lacred fcriptUrcs; iht' Sfirit of God and 
14. ' the Spiri'fo/ifjtJiu.whqifls.Gpd under a MJika 
}*^.-h^ff>}'J perjonal (b'araaer^.^txfoxmi 9'^ importfiiit part 
o- >'. Js. jn jhc great "work of man'^ faly^tiph," The 
I'petf'i !g,.bo.ly Spirit OfGbd,- infpir?d and guided the 
*Tite.j.i'6: faints under the old l^eftament, and , re veiled 
I Pet. i.|c— io.the .prophe;ts. thpfe deep things of pod pf 
16 4 loh yh^ch.ihey;fp»ke. But, ^he Spirit is' more 
7'39. GaJ^s! efpccially.promifed ipd given undc,r the iaevf 
.»*i?«»h. ili'. XFitamcni,...»s.the Tcftcjicr, Sandiher, and 
2"^i!i- Comforter of Mievcrs. ^, 

• V'- . ^ : Oii tbe.di»yof PentecpftjheholyGh9(^;f^s 

*P^- ?-i^4' fept.dPWO, in a.miracvious rnahnc''r;;ch ;th^ 

- " •' ilp<)ftJ.eS'anddifcipress.€n»bf|ngthen)JpTpe.ak 

• i-: ■ . lai^uftges, which they M ^ever^c^rnt, and 

endowing them with. ptJ^ecfvpernaturaljiiFt? 

. - . and poweTs for. the .coi?^rma?i9P of . ihf 9.9f?^^ 

But thc^piritiof Cl^rift, accqrd,iDg,tp his Fpr 

Jdi, 16,. 17^ mife, was efpccially^giYcn tothe fiflt pr^fljci^ 

"./ f.i^ of chriftiapiiy»,to. tfjfch -then) , ajl thmgSv to 

Wt^ik. bring tqtNr^femecqrt^afJce ^\ things wh^tCp^ 

■ 'ever Cbrilft ha<J fa«i ypta theri^, to guide tbem 

' into allHWtivii. gr^ ip,.<;pnTitice the wprl^ of 

- , fm, of righ^foufnefs, an^ of judgment. ^ .. . 

But the agency qf tHe Spirit was not limitT' 

^' • cd |o thofe miraculous 6peir^uons whrcy^efe 

but fcnfiblc evidences of his inward bpcrati- 

I Cor. }z, 3, ons. i^or by one Spirij att believers are bap- 

'?• n?cd into one body -, and we are faved by the 

"^u. 3.5^7. walh>ng of regeqeration, and the renewing of 

W5 
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t^e lioly Ghoft. No man cao fty, ibat Jcfut 
is the Lord, but bf'theiiioljr^Gboft ; and the 
Spirit dwells in betievns^ fa that 'even Cheir 
bddi^^ affe cairedthe-TenTplcs^ot the- holy 
ISfioflr. If any man have not thi.$pirit of Rom. a. 9^ 
Cft#ift^ he IS none of his j: Iot by rkim^ all. fpj4 »<^* ' ; 
ritual knowliege is commuriicated.CQiCJifeaftians } 
every grace and virtue is alcribed to his agen- iCor.2,9-it 
ty > h^ IS the j)ramif<Si Comforfcr of Chnft's Gals-"'??* 
fccopfe'; a*id .bjrliifti they are fahdrfitd and ^fcoi>,i.ai; 
fcalfed untb the day. 6f c^nlpiete redemption. " 22. ' 
■•^- ".- ■' • C-. . \ ' \ \ ■ > Eph. t.-iflZ- 

TiiE Spirit; of GqS always #orks by and 4 30. 
*rith the Gofpel, i*^henever it a efftdu^ UntQ i.Thcfl: i. f^ 
falvatiod ', opening tfte undcrftandmgsof mcD# ^ p^^ ,./j^ 
that ill^y ihaf undirffind the fcriptures ; ap- ^ /. ■ : 
plythg tHi 'dddrines^ preoe[itSy and protnifea : 

cSf the "^brd, to th^ various purpofes of thfi 
ch'riftriin life i and rendering them efficacious 
in Ac heart. Bot Chrift now commMrltcatea 
no tieW inftrudlions by his Spirit, which be h^s . r 
hof aFrtfifdy combitt^ to writing in the facrcd '^ 

feript^rts.- \ - 
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Of tW ffcond Coming of Chriftj tHe Refurr 

' irtdlion of the de^d,. and eternal Judgment. . chraiwai^ 

THAT fame Jefus which was taken upAft.,x.iK^ 
from us la a cloud into heaven, wiu •'. i 
cam^Oj^m In IfHe ^59a^lin:^r as he wa& feen go- • ' ; - 
iffg intuheiaven.- l|ejs gone to prepare a 
plac^ for his difciples, and he hath promlfed Johlil-j,^ 
that he will come, again,. and receive them ua^ 
to himfel^ that where he is, there they inay be \ . _ 
SiUb.; AU chriftiaiw therefore look for him tQ '^' . 
^appear the fedaiid time, without the. former Heb.j.^iJT 
m|rks. of humilialion md fugbring for % unto 



I' 22:: ]] 

thfifeteiiilal.falvation : audit heyiare ^ncfQi^rr^-* 

TiL 1. 13. ^c) ^o eupcd'his. a{^peartng as; the manifcftacion 

Df tWclory of the great God and. their jSayior^ 

and to cojpiider \t as. the. bltffcd and joyful 

hope whicfei li, given thdm byth^e.GojpcL; for 

aHieffi.tb. he win cwAe fo be gl</riB<^d in bis Saints, and 

Tlie da; of ^^ ''c adii|ired in all them that behtve.- 

ttnluioivn to Goo bath Appointed a dfty in which he will 
5^' .. 3»wlg<J Ac fecretjs of mcin by'Jefus Chrift.; 
'/• 3?» which is iCalkd in ithe Scjripturtts, the day of 
*^?** •• ^^' judgment^ the end of the worid\ the lafl day^ the 
kontinghf^ir Lordjtfm '£bfifly and -fk^iisy: of 
-2 ' the L<k^:' .But at what precife period tb\s .gre« 

•fi I :/ day ftiiall' arrive is one of thofe fecr^t tlyngs 
littL 34. 361 which 4>elong ody tt> God : for o^ (ha2? day 
4'* 43* and hoxir fcnoweth no mani no not the angels 

in heavenVbi^t the Father only. We ase ihcrc- 
fofcf coraftnrpMjed to watch, aqd^rlje ^i^Y^ays 
ready, becaufe at^fuch an l^oor as we chink xior, 
a Pet. 3. 3— the Son of m^ri will conf)e^ Though the pro- 
9* inire4)£hisrxojning:.feerps to. be delayed, and 

fcoffcrs may boldly deride it, becaufc^ll things 
ftill continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation ; «yet the Lord is not flack con- 
cerning his prorpifc, but .1$ lon^-fuffering to- 
wards u$| not wriHrrg t-hat-any (hould perifiv, 
STeb. 10. 37. but that'alKfhbuid come^to re^ntiaflce. He' 

that (hall come,,wiU comet and will not tarry 
2S[ry'of beybnd the appdinted ume. ; • • ' -- 

Matt. 24. 30' ' CnitrsT will conic in^ the clouds of heamiT» 
JU%. ir7.' - ^'^^^ power and great glory^ atid every tyc 
Ct- .' •• . jjjall fee hirii, and they^ilfo which pierced him $ 

and all-kindfcdsof the earth (hall wail becsuic 
Matt, 25. 31, ^f ^^^* He will ^omt in: the^ glory » of:? Iiis 
•sjllS. ^. Father, and all the holy aiigels with him 5 .arid 
. * ' befr^- (eared on the- thtone^of' his; glory, aU 

ruu6ns^(b^lLbe gathered 1^^ ; andncr 

a. . ; ^ will 



will ferrate thefii one from another as a flicp*^ 

herd tfividkh hf^^Oiee^> frorfi rhe goats ; and 

then, ^8 Judge of all, he will pronounce fen* 

teiice aiScdrdiAg to this divifi n betwixt the ' 

righteous and the < Wicked, and reward cviery 

man according tp' hfs works. The ntforo 

f 1 . rrftionoflhi 

When Chrift appears to judge t-be worlds ^"**- 
the. dead will btraijcd. . For the Lord will de- » Theff 4. 
fccnd from heaven wi.h a fliout, with the voice • 
of the Archangel, and the trurttpcr ot God : . . ^^ 
and all that are in the graves fhall hear his ,^/ ** 
voice, and (hall come forth, they that have 
done good to thi? rcfurrettion of life, and 
they that have done evil td the refurredion of 
damnation. The refurredion of Chrift is the «C^-"5-»^ 
evidence and earneft of the refurreftion of the |**| . 
dead bddies of the faints unto eternal life : for ^ q^^ ^ . 
Chrift being railed from the dead, is become 
the! firft fruits of. them that have fallen afleep 
in him. But we (hall not all die ; but we i Coni;.5f^ 
(hall all be changed, in a moment, in the 5*- 
twinkling- of an eye, at the laft trump 5 for . 
the trumpet (hall found, and the dead (hall j^"^, ** 
be raifcd, and the faints who remain alive (hall *. '* 
be changed, and caught up in the clouds, to- 
gether with thofe whp are raifed from their 
graves, to meet the Lord in the air, and to 
live for ever with him. The coafl^ 

gratioQ of 

' The great day of Ghrifl's feconcJ coming the world, 
will be the end of this prclcnt world, when the Matt.13. 39^ 
heavens (hall p^fs away with a great noife, and -rf?-. 
the elements (hall melt with fervent hear, the i Pet. 4, 7. 
'earth alfo and the works that are therein (hall * Pet. 3.5-* 
t>e burnt up. All chefe things which we -be- "' 
hold (hall be di(rolved. As the old world was 
overwhelmed and deftroyed with a flood of v 
%afir/h%c heavens and the earth which are 

DOW, 
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fiQW,' by the isrord <rf' the IwQpl,: aurC; rt?/?^ ; nt 

ftore, reffrvcd unto Jr#, «^in0: the 4^,QF 

Judgment and perdition of ppgodly rp% : fi)jr- 

iTheCi.7* the Lord jcfus wiU be reyc^jed fronj lj/?ayefi, 

*'9- with- his mighty iMJgclsii?i;2<»»w;{fir#,talf;ing 

vengeance on them ths« k^y not ^9^ aric| 

- obey not his gofbel j who fltall be punilhed 

wkh everlafting deftrmaion froaii the prefcnce 

■? oftheLord.andfromtheglotyofhisfbwcar.: 

SSS'liiT Them the final eyerlsifti»g ftatc of ^11 men 
pufciftimctt&i ^Ul be fixed, accordiBg to |l!ie decjfipp of the 
Matt, as- glorbus Judge. He hath declared the dread- 
34—46. fui fentence agaioft t^C: wicked— D<^<ir^ yl 

cttrfed into evtrlafiing fm prifiared for tbf devil 

'-'■■'^ and bis angels-^ : and this fentence wjll. be 

.. immediately execgted ; for th«y Ml gP away. 

mo everlafiit^ putti/bmenu 3ut |o the righ^ 
^ ' . teous the King will fay— Cifw** yeikjftd jo/wj^ 

Fatbeu inherit tbe kingdm prtpared for ym 

from ibe fo^tidation of tbt ffiorid— j and tfeey 
Tiic conrum- ^^^ ^ received into life eternal. 

thiDg>4 This will be the end of tjie prcfent admi^ 

iCor I- niftration 9f Chritt's mediatorial Kingdpm. 
14—18.' When he (hall have cjelivcred up the kingdoja 

to God, eyei).th« Father •, when he (hall have 
put do\wn aiil- rule, and all authority and 
power, and fubdued all enemies under his 
feet, then fhall the Son'alfo himfelf be fubjea: 
unto the Father \»fho had put 41 -^ing* «nder 
hitti as Mediator, that God liray be all inialj. 
Eph. c. 27. And Chrift, having prcfcnted his Church t<? 

himfelf as a glorious bride^ withput ,^ot pr 
Rey, chap, wrinkle or any fueh thing, will advanqe it tQ 
21. & ti. ti^ inoft perfca: ftatt ^ glory m^ fdieijtf 

with him ia beavem, 
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Containing the apoftoUc doftrine or falvatiorf 

by believing in Jcfus Chiilt. 

« 

s E d f : L 

Gf the importarite cf the Gofpcl tb all meri 

as (inners, 

THE revelation of a Savior to rhanklnd 
plainly implies, that all are under the 
f Igl^teous difpleafur^ of the glorioUs Sovercigrt 
df the \vofld, and according td the equitable 
adminillration of hi'? governmenr, \\iWt to the 
jiuniftiment of everlaftin^ death, as finners i 
and that ^11 inuft have periHied jn their/ fins, 
if -God had not fent his only bt^gctten Son, cd 
tfedetrm them fford death by the facrifice of 
hinnfelf, and purehafc eternal I.fe and glory 
for thofe #ho i-ecfeive his word. 

• > ■ ■ ^ 

At the firfl: publication of the Gospel, it All men fiai 
*as very appdretit that ignorance, idolatry,. '^*"» ^^^ , 
and ail kinds of wickednefs prevailed ^very ^^^^^^^ 
where through the world i both Jev^s and de^th. 
Gentiles were all evidently under fin. . While Rq^. chap; 
each judged and condemned the othei-, both I. II, 111. 
Were undeniably guilty of breaking that law 
which, by their own confcffion, they were 
bound to obey. And it is lliil true of all 
rhankind, that alt have finned^ and confe Jhori 
df the glory of God ; there is hone righteous^ nd 
fiot one \ the w-hole world is become guilty, 
before God; and his wrath is revealed from^ 
Heaven againft all ungodlinefs and unrightc- 
Oufnefs of men, who hold the truth in unrigK- 
tcoufnefs, or fmother the convidllons of, th^re 
^\tn Confcicfifccs by the prafdticcof wickedrtefs* 
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fLoiii* 5. it, fiy one man fin entered into the world, afld 
^h ^,+* dea^h by fin i and fo death hath pafled upon 

alt men, for that all have finned. And fincri 
death haih reisned over all men without 
» . diltinflbn, it is evident, that tf// mankind froitl 

the beginning are under ^ /^O'/accordmgv to 
which they dre judgcdj and punifticd witb 
death as finnersi, , 

KepentanW BE^otiE the times of the Groff)el God fuffer- 
jjcccff^ry for ^^ ^n nations to walk in their own ways, that 
a men. i\ii;finfulruimdjlate of the vjorld might be 
Act, 14, 16. rt^adc evident by univerlal expei fence * but. 
'^ * now be command.^ all men every whcr^ to re* 
iCor.i.2o,2i pg^^^ The Gofpel was introduced with this' 
Matt. 3. 2i general do6trine-^i2i^^;!;/ ye^ fit the kingdom 
0.12* It. ^J ^^dvtn a at band-^. Chrill came to call 

finncrs to repentance^ and hath repeated this. 
L»»k«i3'3»5« folemn declaration — Except ye rfpent, ye ftjatl 

all perijh^^. He coitimand'cd his Ap(:filcs ro 
Luk. 24.. 44, preach repentance, and remiffion of Tins in his 
♦7* name, itriong all nations \ ?nd agreable to this 

inftruililion, thcv went every where, {hewina 
4»a 2cr. to. jjj^j^ j^^j ^l^^y (i^Qyici repent^ and turn tff Godf 

. and do works nuet far repentance. 
J^o hore of . • 

b^'^b^n" ^"* ^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^ the vi^ofld, that he gave his only. 
thegofp«L^ begotten. Sotti- that whofoever believeth on 
Joh.3.16, 17, him.flbould not penfh^ but obtain tverlafting 
i8, 36. life : and all things written in the new Tefia- 

Joh. 20. 31. lient, ate wriuen vyiih this dellgh, that meri 

may believe that Jcius is the Chnfl-^ and that^ 

believing, ihej^ might have life thro* his name. 

This is the.commlfion given to the firft preach^ 

Warki6.i^i ers of ehiiftianity by their divine ttiaftcr — Go 

*6i ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel 

to every creatufe : he that believeth and is hap-^ 
tized floall be faved i hai be ibdt believeth npL 
J^aJi be damii* 

S * c t,' 
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Juftification obtained by Faith as oppofed td 
our own works of righteoufneis, 

THE gofpel is the power of God unto Thcnaturt \ 
falvaiion to every one thajC beliivetb. ^^^a»^^- * 
It demands our belief, as a revelation froqi Roni.M6,i;r 
heaven of the wonderful irfercy of God to finr f}^]^ ^•^'— 4* 
pers through his only Son, Jcfus Chrift, con? 
firmc^d by fuch divine teftimopies as ^bunr 
tlantly demonftrate it to be true. U-ntil it is 

' ^elievedfjt can have no efFeft : but when if i Thcff i.|| 
conrics in it's full evidence to tl^* mind, not in 6» 9* ip^ 
word only, but alfo in power, and in the holy 
Ghoft, and in rnuch aflurance of the truth 
^nd glory of it, arid is received ^s the ce;^r</ c/' ^Theffi.ij^ 
the living God^ it will anfwer all the .grand 
purpofes of Tuch a furprizing tnanifeftation of i Job.4.9,iQ^ 
the |ov€ of God to men, and fave the foul of 
the believer. The gofpel js tp be believed as. 
good news from heaven to a world of finners, aCor.c.i8-»-* 
declaring that Qod is in Chrift reconciling the zi. 
worl.1 unto himfeU, not imputing unto men 6* >> 2. 
their frefpafies, and that Chrift, by his obedi- fi^b, j. g, ^^ 
cnce and fufferings, is become the author of 

' internal falvation unto all that obey him. Be^ 
lieving the go/pel is of the fame general natur© 
y/\i\\ believing atQ^ othtr joyful news^ in icbich 
V)^ are ^etply inter efled^ upon fufficient tejiimony 
(tndfull tonvitlil^n of the truth ; the only differ- j to|,-.Q j^^ 



ence lies in tbis,that the tcfti.mony of God de- r^^ r.^i.. 
mands the higheft credit^ above all ^'^"^^"1^94^ 5 
teftimony, and the eternal falvation of our ^i- 26, ^' 



fouls IS a matter of infinitely greater moment, ^ q^^ ,^ 
and ought to ftrikc more forcibly upon the 17, i.8 
inind, than any thing relating merely to the $• i-^lli?, 
preiint life. 'He that believes iKe gofpel un- • 
|cigncdly, cannot treat it as a matter of in- 

Vt \ / riiffercoce^ 



I Thcff. t. 3. 
aCor.104.5 

dil^inguiihcd 
|>y the tfftas. 

4 Johr*^.j,4. 

Joh. 112. 

Col. 1 6 Aa 

8 41 Joh 6 
36, 37. Eph. 
|r I ft, 1 3:' Ifa. 
4;. 29. df b» 
'J2. 2. 



5Thc/p2.i3' 



^ * « 



dfonr.ciicd * 

-nhteiisv;-' 

> 



> 

difference, but will find the word 6f Gof| 
jiyprkrng effeRuaUy in bis ^ftfr/,\bringing ipta 
captiviry cvfrry thought td the obcdicpcc of 
Chrift. 

«■ • • - '. , 

Believing in Jefus Chrift is exprefled Jn 
the fcT.pcures by a variety of phrafcs, as — by 
knowing him — receiving him — recdvim bis 
word — coming to him -^ trujling in him -^ 
looking ipjcius —and many other iuch iigpres ^ 
.jill'wbicH' fcrve to diftinguifh that full ana 
'effectual par [uajloti of th? 'truth and glory of 
the Gofjx^l, pf^op vvhich irjen obtain a V:ght to 
all the bk(iing5 of ir, from fuch a general carc^ 
lefs afftut a^ produces none of thblc wonder- 
ful effeds peculiar to ihe worS of the. living 
GOD^ which worketh cffedually in ihem that 

pelieve. 
►' • • 

TiiE imrnediare infeparable pift& of beli^v- 
|ng the gofpcl, is an acknowlegenjent of Chrilt 
Jelus, and acceptance ot him as our only Lrrd 
imd Savior ; inti c confidence in him^ for de-/ 
iverance from fin and the wfaih 10 come, and 
jhe erijoytrent ot eternal hie ; and an hearty 
clcfire and reloluiion to follow and obey hirq 
fis his dilciples.*. When we bel:eve and are 
uiie, that Icjus is tLc Chrjjl^ tbe ^ofi ifthetivr 
ing Gcdy the divine glory of his perfon and 
i:hara6ter is manifefted to \\)t n^ind : ihi? 
faith, therefore, muft produce love to him who 
appears fo'j;!brioiiS J ♦i'^d in ^h^ full view of 
lis riohieoulnelvS niercy,'and exalted autho- ' 
riry, v»rc cannot but truft bur falvacion in his 
bands, and chearfully iubmit to his govern** 
ment. 
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'-' \y? ^j^jvjlifsdm ibe pght of God, ^hen 
\\^'^ ^^^^^ k'^^''% ?Rd h? ipQks upon u» 
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tnd treat? t3s as righteous perfDDS, and gives 

us a claim to his fpecial favor. This juftifica* 

tidn is obtained iy believing in Jefus : for all the ^ 

prophets and apoftles bear witnefs to Chrift, ^^ '9- 43* 

That, through his name, whofoever btlieveth . ; ,. > 

in him fball receive remiffion of fins By him ^^- '3- 3^ 

all thai believe are julliiied from all things, '^^* 

'from which ihcy could not be juftifitd by the 

law of Mofes, or any pther law. The righte- 

Ifufnefs of God by faith of Jefus Chiift is unto Rom, 3. 21-7^ 

all and upon aU;hem that believe. We are *^^ . .' 

juftified/r^^/y by the j^r<2r^ of God, through 

'the redemption that js in Jefus Chrift, whom » 

He hath let fofth to be a propitiation, through 

faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufpeft 

for the rctiiilTion of fins, that he might bejuft^ 

and yet the jultifier of him which bclieveth in 

Jefus. As by one man^s' dij obedience many Rom. 5. 19; 

\vere n^ade finners, fo by the obedience of one 

fhall many be made righteous : and beingRbm. 5. u 

juftijted by fait by we have peace with God, 

through bur l^ord Jefus Chrill, and rejoice in 

}iopc of the glory of God. 

J«4i6(»tiott 

Christ is the end of the law for righteouf. ^y Wth op- 
jiefs tp every one that belicveth ^ and they {^oufnSa"bf " 
who go about to cftablifti their own rightc- the law. 
oufiiels according to the law of xighteoufnefs^ Rom.io*3-i 
and through igaorance, have not fubmitted 11. 
thcmfelves unio the righteoufnefs of Gody arc 
yet far from ri^hteoufne:fs For the law di- 
refts us to rightcoufnefs in this manner — The 
pan tkat doth thofe things fhall live by thtm : 
But the righteaufnefs whichi is of faith fpcaks 
in this encouraging language — i\\zl If jbou 
Jhalt cmfefs witk thy rpouth the Lord Jefus^ and 
^Jhalt believe in tbtne heart that God hath raifed 
%im from the dead^ thou Jhalt be faved ; for , * 

^ith the hea^t (nan believcth unto right^ouf^ 
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jneft, and with tie tnouth confefflon is maiit 
unto falv^tion ; and the fcnpturc faith,, whoj- 
focvcr belie vetb on hin^ fhall not be aChamcdi 

Gkl,i.2i 22» '^ ^^^^^ h^dbeen a /«w given to man whic^L 

■^. ' * could have given life, verily righteoufncfs 

would have been by thai; ./<!««; ; but the fcrip- 

ture hath concluded all under, fin, that the 

framife by faith of Jcfus Chrift might beglveii 

to them that believk* . By thp deeds of the la\f 

no fjefh fhall be juftifiedln the fighc of God', 

ftom. 5. 3o. becaufc by the law is the knowleise of fin. 

11610.4.4-^8. To him.^hax wprketh the reward is not reclcon^ 

♦ cd.of grace^ but of deh ; but to hjm that 

worketh not, but^^/xV'V^/A on him that iufU- 

Jieth the ungodly, hisfaub is counted for rigb^ 

iecu/nefsy is Abrahani's was. Thus the pro-n 

., ^mife of the heavenly inheritance ',b ing made. 

kbiii.4. 16, ^ them who are heirs throggh the ri^hreoufr 

|. ^7r ■' pefs of faith) is oi.grace^ and excludes all boaft- 

^ *3- ing ; while* we ar^ led to glory only in the 

I Cor. t. 31. Lord Jefus Chrift, by wbooi wc receive ihtf 

free gift* of e'tcrriaUifer ^ 



iit>t tttt^ ^^'^ ^^ ^ ^^^' by faith, m/ike void the la^\ 
voidlhfanHfe b^t rather eftabliib ic. For the law is holy^ 
Rom-V. wJ i^^» and goodK requiring perfedion of righ, 
7. '7^-16) teoufneft 5 and for this very reafon we defpair. 
*; . •'* bf being juftified by it, becaufe men rannbc 

attain to that rightepufnefs which it requires^ 

iSod hath magnrfied his law, and nrade it ho-r 

Ifa. 4?. 2u horable, by appointing his own Son to be fub? 

Gal. 3. 13, }^^ fo the law, and bear the^ curfe of it for 

us, in order to our redemption, l?or this rea* 

fon it becaiiie him who was our Mediator, !tQ 

Matt. 3. 15. fulSl all righteoufnefs ; and hereby he hatfj. 

Rom. 15. 5. fet us an example of all that holinefs which k* 

iicb, u. 14. to be the cofxft^tit ^iaj^ %n^ purfuit of all . his 

'^fcij>lc'^^ 

PgRISTIAN^' 



CHRISTIANS arc not to confider tnemfclvcaf t Cor. 9. iu 
Us vwuh.>ut lavv toGod j but a$ under the law to 
Chrirt. Brin:^ delivered from that condemna- Rom. J. M, 
rion to wh»ch they were fubjrftcd according 3, 4. 
to the legal adminiftration bt the divine go- 
vcrnnicnt, they are tranflated into the king- Colotf i«9» 
dom of God*s d^ar Son, and brought into "^^^ 
fubjcdlion to the authortry ot his commands. 
Love fecures their obedience 5 and the law Job. 14. 15, 
an.l government of the Spirit of life In Chrift ^h *3» aV 
jfcfus, makes them free, from the law of fin 
and death. And -being made free from the 
dominion of fin *, they become the fervants of ^'^*- *• '4* 
fighteotilnefs, and have theil* fruit unto holi- ^* 
nefs, and the end everlafting Hfe. 

That faitb which faveji the foul U made ^^^^"^^ 
evident by good works^ and may bed.ftinguiih- ?r*Jui and c. 
ed from every kind of faith which falb (hort vldencesof 
'of the defign of the Gofpelj by. the fruits of f^t*»* 
rightequfncj's which it produceth. Faith ^al.5.6. Aft* 
workcth By lore, purifieth the heart, and o- *5- 9- J<>*^5v 
verconieth the world. , And by works faiib ^* 5* 
is rnade perfc^ '^ inalmuch as, without them, jam. 2. 14-rf 
it hath not that full effeft, which is neceffary 26. 
to prove it to be that faith to which the pro- Joh.ii.t^ysd 
miles ai;e made j but being alone, not mani- Gal. 3. 29* 
fefted by good fruits, it appears to be eflenti- 
ally defcdtivej arid may be called a dead faith. ^ 
Hereby we do know that we know him,^if we t* Joh. 2. 3H 
keep his commandments : He that faith, I ^* 
kno*w him, and keepeth not his command- ' 

meiiits, is a liar; and the truth is not in him t 
but whofo keepeth his word, in him verily is 
the love of God perfeft^d. 

Moreover \ though we arc.now delivered ^^fj^,^^^" 
from guilt and condemnation, and jufliBed in lie vers will bt 
Ihe fight of God as righteous perfons; intirely rt^wurded at 

. • ® r > jjyihclaftday -^ 
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by helievingin Jefus Chrifi (for he knpweth piir 
Pfiil.5o.6.Aa !;)carts) i ycf, at the laft day, in which God wilj 
i7.3i«Ifa.4. make his rightcoufnefs nianifeft to men and 
io.Rev22,iz angels, every man will be judged and. reward- 
Matt 25.31, cd according to his works. The wickcci will 
*^^*. then be condemned^ af*ter a fotcmn trial, for 

all their ungodly deeds, , and hard fpeecbcs 
which they have uttered againft Chriil. And 
the righteous will be openly juftilied, by a 
declaration of all the good works they have 
done, and the love they have (hewed to Ghrilt 
and his niembers. By thefe evidences of their 
faith and love, it will be made to appL-ar that 
they are righteous as Chrift's faithful fubjetts; 
and worthy of his kingdom and glory : and 
Matt. ID. 41, whofoever hath given a cup of cold water 
4**' only< even to the lead of Chrift's difcipJes iri 

his name, he fball in no wife lole his reWard; 

S E c r. li. 

Believers are renewed and fanflirierl by th<5 
Word and Spirit of God. 

The nature of % 

renovation. yN the language of the new Teftirnent, be* 
iPet. I. 2%. J[ lievers are faid to be borit ag^ain — borti of 
:: ]^^' 5^^-. God — horn of the Spirit — begotten^ according to 

am.^?. 18. ' f^^ ^^''^ ofGodyby the word of truth. They 

oh. 1.12,1^. are fpoken of^ as rticfi who have paffedthro* 

Kom6 I— 13 a kind oi deaths as to their former finful Itace 

Colb/f. 3,1— and charafter, and recovered to a new lifi^ m 

, ^^ conforthity to the death and rcfurrcdion o^ 

Chrift. They are faid, to have put on, as to 

thtir former convcrlation, the old fkan^ which 

is corrupt according to the deceitful lufts, and 

Eph, f 21— being renewed in the fpirit of their minds, to 

Uiig^^'^ have put on the new man^ which after God is 

1^^^ created in righteoufncfs and true holincfsji 

. «ph, a, i, 9, xj^gy ai^g called Cod'i workmanjbfp^ created in^ 
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Chrifi Jefus unto good works • and fo'are af^ 
firmed to be neii; creatures^ old things having * ^^^' S- »lt 
pai&d awavrand all things become new. Such 
pltrafes cxprcfs that remarkable happy change 
made by the Gofpcl, when accompanied with 
the power of the holy Ghoft unto the hearr, 
in the g'^ncral (late, temper, and charafter of all 
who unfeignedly believe it : a change of their 
condition and manner of life as wonderful, as 
if they had died, and put off their old finful ColoC2.ii-Ji 
body, and received a new form- and ftate.of ^3« 
cxiftcnce, more perfeft artd fpJritual, from him 
who at fir ft created man. Theft Metaphors 
were moft remarkably juftifiable when applied 
to the converfion of the gentiles, in the be- Eph.i. 11,12.' 
ginning of the Gofpel, from their grofs igno- i Thcff, 1.91 
ranee, idolatry, and wickednefs^ to ferve the 10, 
living and true God. But there is a Jimilar 
change made in all finners who repent and be- Joh. 3. 19, 
lieve the Gofpcl with all their hearts. 1 hey 2«>' 2'- 
iTlay be faid, with great propriety, to be turned ^\ ^^' ^^' 
troqi darKncfs to light, and from the power ij(>h.2,8-iiT 
of fatan unto God. They are delivered from 5. 19, 20. 
condemnation, and obtain pardon, peace, and Rom 8 i. 
the hope of eternal life. Their underjla^tdwgs- 5^ ^"~5* 
are enlightened to judge of fpiricual things in Ep}i.i;i5->23 
a fpiritual manner : then governing principles^ iCon. 23,^4. 
babitSj and difpojitions arc changed, and their ^ , /t- "^ 
affeSlions taken off from earthly and fct on i^.^ *^* 
heavenly things : and their general courfe of Eph.4.i7-.32 
life is, not according to the former lufts, in i pct.i. 14, 
" their ignorance,^ but according' to the will of 15. 
G6d. * Once they walked after the flelh, be- Rom.8.4— 9. 
ing filled with all fenfual defires and grarifica- 
tions ; but how. they make it 'their greateft 
care to be holy, in all manner of convcrfation, 
as he who hath called them is holy. In all 
thefe refpeds believers are new men ; and 
{hey are renewed more and more, according 



Matt 5.44— tb the incrtafe of tbeif kno^fegc sm4 ^kh^ 
^* : ami. their growing cotnformity 10 the hmgf} 

of God aQ4 th«;ir S^viof in rigbtepuiasis aodr 
^ holintfs; . . 

The ftnfltifi-^ BuT this faime h^ppy' ehainge made ii). he- 
wion of be-' IfevcTSy when .confidcrt^d as confifting more 
htrcts. clpectalljr in their ref overy from the love and 

^ domHion affin tcf the fervice of Gpd, is other* 
f Cdr'^ f wile expr^ffcd, in th« fefiptures^ f)yyi«^(^fif- 
^ /, ' * tign^ Behevers are fanftified ro Chrift Jefus^ 
Joh 17 I'i. by the word of trMth^and l^y (^ §pifi^ oC 
jrCor.3.i6 17 God, And becaErfc they are ^onfectatcd ta 
Luk.i.74,7^. Q^^^ to fcnre^ him in /ightcoufne^^nd holi. 
.-^ ■ wfs all their days,- they are called an holy: 

' r. y«o; ^^^^^^> ^»^ royal priejihoody and in th^ comaioa 

ftyle of the apofUes, Saints. 

» , 

Believers are God's eleA^ or ehpfea people^/ 

S God, in wtient times, chofe.thc fce^, 
^ ^ of Abraham to be bi3.vifible Church,' 
and gave them peculiar promifes, as a nation 
* t confecrated to his ferylce : fo ihe whok body 

Epn.y,2^,26, (^f Ifgligfpgfj is now bh ChfiKcb^ JtvdLtUtd frona' 

P ^ the world by their prpfeffion of taithin Chrlfl^ 

«,Tc 2^ '^o' They who believe. the gofpcl with .onfcrgfiea 
/ * ' ' faith, are the people of God in the higheft fenfe^* 
f Tkcii; i, whom, from the begmning, be batn chofen io 
'3* H* fatya:tron, through iandtifkation of the Spirit 

CoIoCj. u. and belief of th? truth. Thefe are the ^leS 

of God, holy, and beloved, to whom all thofc 
I Pet. I, z* honorable titles and privileges belong, accord-. 
Philip, 3. J, ing to thpir fall import, which formerly were 

appropriated, in ^ much lowc/ fenfc, to the 
Gal 3. 8— natural l'ee.d of Abrah^rnl Believers are the 
^^' true^ fpiritual feed of Abraham, the Ifrael of, 

Cod, 
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ttb*., i&ccdtdin'g to th^ real defign of tie }>foS 

iliUe given Co cbac Father of believers, chofen ^ 

to be God's, people bef6re the foundation of £ph. t; ^ 

the fsrorkt. The^ are a ch<^en generation^ a 14. 

it>yal prieftliood^ an holy nation^ a peculiar 1 Pet 2.9,1^ v 

ptopliTj that they may &CW forth the praifea • ' " 

of him who hath called them out of darknefs 

into his mai'veJbus light. To tbefe, as diAin- 

gMifiicd in the i^ec/Gfid frc^n the reft of the «P«ti. i~4« 

World, by their faith unfdgnied, exceeding 

great ind pfecious promifes are given. God ^pb« <.*.Sf . x 

bach granted ibem the iwioption of cKiidrtn 

«m0o Jufiyfelf by JefusCh^ft, fo that they are' 

the fons and daughters.of the Lord almighty :.« Cor. 6. iti 

,and becaufc. they are fons, God fcnds forth Gal.4, 5,6, y^^ 

tfie Spirit cif his Son into their hearts, th^t ' - ' 

they may 4call upon hinri as their Father, They Rom. 8. i ^^ 

afe made heirs of God, and joint heirs* with^^» '7;.._ 

Chfift,'Of *he^h€:4vcnly inhcriwncc. As God*s-Eph. i. 3>^. 

chofen people, holy, nind without blame be-^' 

f6re hirtji 11* love; He hath bicffed them ilvith' 

^ fprnfeial, blefengs in heavenly plac^^ ^n 

€hnA -, and they are encouraged to rejoice in ^^^' 4* 4* 

thei^ord ajwrays, to be patient binder ajl' iriaJs, {,"**' ^^** 

ail d to wait, with the -conftant hope of fal^a-'j. " 

tion, until they receive the tnd^ of thcb" fmb^ u^\\^ll 

the glory which fhalf be given them at the ^ rhcffj/i^'* 

fccohd^pptaring of the iXrd Jefus Chrift* ' P«^ 4- w# 
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Sect. IV, 

^Tievers haying good h6pe through grace, 
muft perlev^r© iinijO the end* 

OUR l.ord Jefu« Ojrift bimfelf, and God «rf*e*«« 
-eten our Father, mho hath Joyed be- ^Jl^^i^. 
lie vers, and given' them fiffBcient grounds of tion. 
everlafting confolation, will comfort their ^ThtiC z^iii 
heartJi, and eftablilh them ia evaxy good word 17, 

E ^ an4 
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Heb 13. 5. axwJ work: God bath promifed fhtt-.he *ilt? 
•'^^ • ^ * * • not fail them nor forfakc ihcmj nw iu.rn;iaway 
, .. ,' ' from doing ihen> good ; butjwiljput lib fear » 
in their hearts, that they (hall not depart ifoufi 
, , him. The Lord kflowcth them that are his x^ 

2 Tim. 2.19. ^nd Chrift makes this intprccfjion for his own* 
Joh 17. 11, people,-r-/y^/y Father keep, through thine own 
20, 21, name, thofe ivhom tbcu baft given me, ibdt tbty 
^ T - may be one, as we ^xr^— rwhich is ^ppii-cafel* tq» 
all who (hall believe on him to the cod of the - 
SPif.i.3— 5. world. All believers arc kept, by -the power 

of God, through faith, untq that -falvatioii 
which is. prepared for > them, and fhalt'bc re^- 
vealed at the laft day. i . . 

Affurancc of If believers could have as certain k^owlegis 
hope depends of ;/,^/^ c^x;/; faith, as Chrift hath of bis own 
cfnainiy of ^^^^ diftiples, they muft be miirely. fre^.d ftom 
ftitft; Jall uncertainty of their perfeveran^ceurjfo ctci^- 

^nal falvation. But as their hope depends upr 

qn foi^fcioufnefs of the ^ncerity oi their, pwti 

faiih, it c^npoc but admit of fonie remaining. 
Hcb.4. «,ii. fear, le(l they^(hou!d by any means cpmc (Korc. 
7, Pet. l.'c— of ^hc prptpilcs. Therefore they are required. 
II. tp give jd^ligepce to make their palhpg.and, 

eledioi^-^rni and (pre, and to work 0ut their 
PliiLz.iz^ij/falvatiQn with f^^ar and trembling ^ but wijth- 

this pncour§gemcnt, tj^at it. is God whicj) 
-worketh in them both to i?vill and to' do, of 

his good pleafui;e. 

ffc' hoh Spi- 
rit bears wit- Ifi^ proportion to the tleeirn(fs and-Jifength 

xiefsbrhi? of faith, 9Jbri(li,^DS havjBJoy and pe^cein be- 
cwn work. iJcving, and abound in hope thro* the power 
i^orn. .5. 11,.^ the.Jx^ly Gho(t. The Spirit of Gord ft\rwr 
Joh.i5.t^,i5'ing thctn the things pf Chrift, and m.anifc(ting 
BTfem.' 5: 5. -the tiches of his loye ^'nd rpercy to their minds, 
> Pet. I. $. ^jj^y ^j.^ comforted ipnder all afHiftions, and 
2 Cor. i. 4,5, fe^ic(j upto the d|ty of complete icd?mption»' 



•Hius tbcy We the witncfs ofihcSpirlt, Viihj'^p'*-^ '3»»* 

tbcix own confciences, that they are the chik Rom.^8^14^ 

drcn of God, and are cncouiaged to rely ore 16. 

him wbo.haih Ibegup a good work in «hcm,. pj^y , ^^ 

that he will pcrforoi it until the day of Chrift, 

Tf-hey, go on patiently and cpnftantly in., well Rob, 2, 7^ 

cb^ng, being »perfuaded that God is abjej'o Tudever/24/ 

Iceep. them from falling, and to prefent them 

fauklefs before the prefence of his glory,* with" 2 Tim. 4.18. 

exceeding joy, an4 that hje wiljlj preferve them 

CO his heavenly kingdom. 

. , . • ' ' ..Pcrfcverance 

» BirT perfeyefance'muft not only be confi**" a mark of 
dered as matter 5f encouragement and prbmife^ dplcf ^^*^^" "'^ 
but alfo as one. mark of Chrift's difciplesy ne- t^ ' / *\ 
cinafj? to 'complete the evidence of our faklT/T j^ g . -^ 
For if we' continue in Cbrifi^s word then are we ^^xu lo. 22^. 
His difciples indeed. He that endureib unto the Hei>. 6. 10, »• 
^»i, the fame (hall be faved. We muft not "» '^^ 
be weary in W-el,l doing, for in the end we'' (hall * ^ ^' 
reap, // we faint ndt. They who believe only xf art. i j. 184^ 
for/a whil^, and -in time of temptation fall a- — 23»„ 
way ,^' never received the good feed of thic^ '' 
word, 'deeply, atid efitflraally, into good and: -r.' ' - * 
Konefli hearts. ; Wd arc made partakers dfHcb. 3.6,1^1/ 
Ghrift, and all the Heffihgs of his hoofe, y we^ 
retain our firft. profcffion of faith and, confi*; " 
dence in him, and'thejoy which we have in* 
the hope 6f etcrrial life, firmly and ftedfaftly' ^ 
unto the end. They who haying efcaped the 
pollutions of the world« through the ktiow- ^ Pct. 2. 99^ 
l«ge of the onty Lord and Savior Jcfus Chrift, '21^ -2ir - 

are again entangle^ in them and overcomei'Heb. (5L4,-i 
make it eyidenf that their filthy fenfual incli- ij. " ' ' 
nations were never effeftiially changed $ aind *^*^^Ti^. 
their latter end ii^drfe than the beginning^ . 
'I'herefore chrifiians muft go on diligently in 
every good work, fhewing their love to the 
liam^ of Chrift by every a(^ of I^ndnefs to the 
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. , iSf hft, kft3 the prAflice of aSl^ hSJiatfi, tfiit aP 
f . •' ter thpy hiVfc done rHe' wlW of Qo<J, fti^jy^ may* 

' ' rtifeiVe the 'promtfe df Eternal \f[((; THc? juft ' 
(^ I J', i IhalMive byfaUK ; but if any ma*n draw baek^^ • 
I Cor. Q. 2Ak ^^ '^y ^» -'^^ fouljhali h'ave M fleafutt inbim. [ . 
r-*7. ' ^ We muft fo run the chriftian race, indfi«rfh 
. V; .'-• -- :ilrVth$t Wte m^y at lift dbt^n the crown of* 

^iPT^- ."•.'■ ' \- 

I » »- ' ~ »' • • * • • ' V .... I 

'- ' • ' . t\X 

. BeiUevers are imbodi^ into t vifiblcC^ureih^ 
*im?tfoBrn-; '^y Bapiifm and ibe Lord> fupper,' ... :, s 

to the church .•*: ' ••...•." ■ ,' * ' ':liV lf"4 

. by Bapiifm. , /^HRIST. requires all hi$. difciples . tp. t)e. 
Matt. aS/i9. V^ baptized into the ^latnp oi* tbc ^a^th|;rir 
ilAi'2«t9» iSqn, aadhoJy.Ghoft, By this ordinance mca^ 
39, 4U4a.. become ipembcrs of, the vifiblc chyrcl|^.and.^ 
icr^ .f)r,-^3jrc united .wUl|t xhe whole body of Cbrift*Si 
Cal. 3.26,—. pqople.^ They arc .marked and difiinj^uijped^ 
^' ' \SlJtom ibe. worlds 2^h^ovi^x\£L^J^ 
I Theffz.it. kjagdo;iifjof,.Go.d, whom fii; bf(b. calicd.to.t^e. 
Eph. 1. 19— RF"'«ers.,o(.hB.,p.ro.pwfc;.jn[ th;ift" ty i',t,h<? ' 
«. vr .,:,7TGofpeJ.;,.;.:fVnd having,,, by ^baptirm, opeiily., 
3' °*' difchired.theitfartb intbcLord' Jefus, arui re«<, 
Coloff. 2. II, fo|uticin|t9^.ppt;away; the fins pf ihc fle(b . an|d(j 

>2- Hye ac^qr^ftSiiV: ^^^<^ ;W^H: 9^ ^?^r. they are', 

If Pet. 3. 21. under pc^u/ija^ pbligatiOqf fp waljc ?vorxhy of. 

4.1,2. the,v!OC4tipo wher^rwith. they are called* and » 

.to bafre'ti^ ^nrwer 9r a gqcdfconfcience to-., 

ilatt. "^a.i-riwtrd* Gpd; i|r^g^eojbring<jhjW tffany4mMeK\ 

All believers i .::'' ^ vH* .•• t "";*"' • j ." . 

^htto ^ * /ALp-w.f\9ljay^';bee^^ 

^r tb Ac atp .& 'afte m ble. - 1 h?. a^tel yc^ , id' dWin.^ foqic tics, 

'^ aar may be n^olt cqnvcnierjtg rorf he woribjip of* 

Aal 2, 42. wod, and to hjiv'e elders aind ott(cr evangelical^ 

4- 3«- pfficejfs appoiiiie^ over them, that they may. 

-J 5- » 2. ihai'ntaih chrVffTan fcllowlhib in all the InffKu-^ 

JrleD. 10. 2c. L . 'v - ^ ♦ 

■a. u. 2^ ^ twna 



lioiis Jof the go(pcU und he edifie4 by the wer^ 
of God and ,uiUtcd*..OTaycr3.^^^^^^ la . , . 

fuch cKriftian' affcmbfics^ or chur<;bQs, the in- ^ 
fti^utiortpf the Lor its /upper is efpcdally to b^ , 
obfcryed, ac99rdipg^tb his appointrac»t, by ^ttt/;iE6.i^ 
frequent .editing of tlieb^cad'and drinking of — «8. • - 
the cup of the.Lpr4,!in ren>c9)^)r$ncc of hinfj «"€ttr.. m 
whofejbQ^y was Br6kie.ii fpr us on.the'crbls^and ^®""^ 
whofe blopd, w^s. (heii'foV the jcrxiiflipn.Qf d^ 
AU who are Qipablc of kiiowing the dcfig'a 
pf this ordinance and difccrnlog; the :Lord*^ 
body, arid who upop examination" of theai-* 
felyes have reafpo to hppe tliat they btjlieve 
and obey the Gbfpel frorn the bcari^ arc indi& 
pcnfibly bound to, hav(?. cpa^thiinipa .wl?fi 
Chrift and his Church in /J^iJrVi</<?W tt?/>i^ ^ 
bi^ tabU \ becaulc by this, they Ihew and open- : * : 
^ iy exhibit tbcXord^ dQ^thv arid the Churcfi 
is commanded to continue. t,hus to exhibit his 
crucifixion until hisfecoqd , coming. By eat- . . 
log and drinking, together at hb table we ap^ 
pear to be Chrift's dilciples, ireibtttLof the fame ' 
family^ and members of tbe^/amehdy ; and w«i 
have fellowihip with Him, and with one ano- 
ther. The cup of bleffing which wc blefs \% '' ■' ; 
the communion of the bjood of Chrift 5 the ' C®^»«*J*I 
bread vh^ch we break is the communion of 
the body of Chrift : fpr though we are manyj^ • . 
we 9i;e one bread' and one body^ being paf« 
takers oi that one bread. 

.S B C T. VI. , 

• • • . . * 

, The Cborch to be made perfefi in heaven; 

AS admifliori into the vifible Church, or ^g?**^ 
exclgfion from it 'depends upon the rC^,^ * 
judgment of men, whoxannot, by any method * 

9fju^g^ng,infaiUblydiftingui& betwixt hypo-i 

* ^ ' critical 

'4' ^ 
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critical -and fmccre profcflbr?, except by thi 
Aa.8.11,— ^^nor of their converfation and behavior, it h 
24- unavoidable that there will be ittany who arc 

mcmbcfs of the church on earth, whom Chrift 

<Matt7;«iy ^iu hereafter deny, and cxdude from his 

^ifa^— CO kingdom % heaven. Therefore the vifible 

,; 3'37r-5« Q^^^^^^ is like a geld of Wheat with fome mix-" 

lure of tares j or il net which ihclofeth a mul- 
titude of fiOies, both good and bad, which Will 
be feparattd at the end of thd world. There 
never hath been, from the beginninjg of the 
Gofpel, nor ever will be any numerous church 
Matt 18 ic ^^ '^ world intirely niade up of fuch as ie- 
— .* gl ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ faving of the fouL Nevcrthelefs, 

I Cor. 5tk all proper caution ought to be ufed, in the 
chapter* way of that difcipline which Chrift hath ap- 
Heb. la, 15, pointed, that grofs corruptions may be pre- 
**• vented or purged but. - The Church muft 

endeavor to judge of every man's profeflion 
Rom. ij. 5, |,y jjjg j.^j^g QJf ^Yit gdfpcl, and admit or retain 

'^- ftone but fuch as they may hope Chrift re- 

ceives, that fo all the members may have chri'* 
ftian love one towards another. ^ 

SftaW " 2""^ ^^^ t>ord Jefus hath referved to bim^ 
purge his filf the final dccijiye trial of the vifible fubjefts 
Church. , of his kingdom ; and at his fecond coining 
I Cor. 4. 3. jjp ^iij Q^ai^^e a perfeft feparation of the tare^i 
f* ^* and the chaff from the wheat, gather out of 

Matt. 13.37, his kingdom all things which, offend, and fe* 
'—50. • ver.the wicked from among the juft, and caft 

them into a furnace of fire, where (hall be 
wailing and gnafhing of teeth. . But the whole 
body of true believers, collcfted together, W^ill 
. ^ be prefented to himfelf as a glorious Church, 
<pH. 5. 27. pcrfedlly holy and without blemifti, not hav- 
ing fpot or wrinkle or any fuch thing. Then 
% the Church will have all that ^^r/i?^/^« afcribed 

ira.'35, 10. fo *t i^ '^^"y propl^ccies of the facrcd- fcrip^ 
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tures, and be a^Imitted into the heavenly - 
world, to enjoy the, inconceivable glory and 
felicity which God hath prepared for them i Cor. 2, 9: 
that love him. Thus that kingdom of hea- - 

v^n,. which begins on earth, will be completed Rev. chapters 
-in the glorious world above, in that new Jeru- »*• aft«i ^2- 
falem, into which there (hall in no wife enter 
any thing that defileth, neither, whatfoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie ; but ' 

they which are written in the Lamb's book - , 
of life. 

PART III. 

Cohtainiog the principal Heads' of evangelical 

Duties. ^ 

S E C T. I. ^ ' s 

a 

\ 

The general laws of Chrift's kingdom. 

OBedience to the commands of our Lord 
Jefus being the proptir fruit and evi- 
dence of our faith, we ought always^ to keep 2 Pet. i. 1-4 
in mind thofe important duties to which we 15. 
are bound by our profeflion. It may there- 
fore be profitable to collcft together, into one 
general view, the principal rults of chriftian 
praftice which ' we find interfperfed every ' 
where in the new Teftamcnc. 

Christ, as a King, governs his people .by i Cor.^p. 21. 
wife and excellent laws, and inftru6ls them in 2 Tim. 3. 16, 
all righteoufnefs agreabic to the will of God, 1^' 
that they may be made- meet to be par- CoL V-^iz^fc 
takers of the inheritance of the faints in light, Col. 1.12. 
and be counted worthy of the kingdom of > Thcff.2 12.* 
God, 2Tii€ff.i.s. 

E Tut 
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The LiwU The whole law of God, ^vhich was erigf- 
a perfed^ ufl- nally imprinted on the confcicncc of man, and 
•*f^r*^*^'**!^ which Was afterward publiftied from Sinai in 
n*cf"^ ^^^' ^^^ ^^^ commands of the two tables with di- 
' vine majcfty and fol'cmnity, forever remains 
Rom. 7* 124 holy, and jult, and good, and muft be regard* 

ed as the unalterable rule and meafurc of our 

obedience to our Father in heaven. For Jc- 

Matc. 5.17 — fus Chrift came nor to abrogate and deftrdy 

*o* the law, but to fulfil it : and he hath declared, 

' ihzi wbofoever Jhall break one of the kaft of tbefi 

commands^ and teach men fo^ be fhall be called 

tb& halt in the kingdom of heaven -, but wbofo-* 

ever /hall do and teach' them, be fhall be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven^ By atl the laws 

' of God as contained in the holy fcrrptures, 

chriitians are taught what is that good» and 

1 Joh. 3, 274 acceptable, and perfcft will of God, and what 

obedience will be pleafing to him thro* Jefus 

Chrift. According to thcfe laws believers arc 

Hcb. 12. 14. to follow, after hohnefs, and fcrve God, not 

Rom8.i3-i5'wirh the fpirit of fear as if they were ftill un- 

2 rim, I. 7* der thecurfe of the firft covcnanr, but wirh 
J^m., I. 25. the fpiric of love and liberty, as the adoptfd 
Pfal. no. 3* children of God, and willing fubjcds of the 
-J , Redeemer's kingdom, that they may be per- 

* ^' ^ * fedl even as their Father which is in heaven 
is perfcft. 

Chrift*3/^aw Our Lord Jefus Chrift, in his fermon on 
P'omulged in the mount, hath given us an authentic expo- 
.liHSiBrmort on (j^Jqj, ^f ^{^^ precepts of the decalogue, accqrd- 

tiitf mount* «•* /••• j 11 

„ ing to their true fpiric and extent ; and thus 

hath taught his difciples to carry holinefs to 
the utmoft perfeftion. In delivering this ad- 
mirable fermon on a mountain, our Lord may 
be confidered as the antitype of Mofes the 
great lawgiver of Ifrael : for having underta- 
l^en our redemptioHi ntjod appearing as the} 

captaim' j 
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captain of our fajvacion to lead hi$ people tO 
the promifcd inheritance in heaven, Chi ift thus 
folemnly promulgated bis laws, by which all, 
Ivhom he takes under his care are to be go- 
verned. Jn this view his words demand the 
peculiar attention of all who truft in him for 
complete falvation, that they may .build their Matt. 7^ zj^ 
hope firmly on him, and not on a dcccitfurl ^J^* 
jaz^y foundation. 

As all the commands of the moral law arc J^^^^f^^^ 
fom'd up in thcCc two great and general pre- ^ ^ ^^** 
cepts, — Ibou /half love the Lord thy God with Matt.22,37- 
all thine heart — and Thoujhalt love thy neighhur ^* 
as thy Jelf — ; fo all the pe,cpliar precepts of 
ihe gofpel may be comprehei^ded io love to " M* 4- 7^ 
Qhrift and our chrijlian brethren. .^'* . 

Bv love to Chrift we. are led to obey all his Love to 
commands, and are accepted as without blame ? ^/*^' 
before God. We are bound by gratitude to ^ * '*^* 
Jove him much, bccaufe much is forgiven us. 
If any man love not the Lord Jefus CfirFft he ^^^ 7* 4»^ 
lies under the h.eayieftcurfe, arid will be (hut out |^ > 
from the kingdom of heaven at Chrift*s fecond 
appearing. But they that love him have the 
pron")irc of the Fathcr^s love, and jche fure hope J^^- ^4- *^j 
of living and reigning wich Chrift. forever i ^^' 
fpr if, when we were enemies, v/e were recon- 
ciled to God by ^ he death of hh Son ; much ^""""^ ^' *^* 
more, being reconciled, we ftiall be faved by 
Jiis life. Thf lawof. 

love to th« 

But if any mm love God, he muft love his brethren. 
brother alio : for be that loveth not his bro- i Joh. -j. 20^ 
ther,' whom he hath feen, how can he love ?'• 
God whom he hath not feen ? Chrift hath JoH. 13. s^tf, 
delivered this as a new commandment, not 35* 
known or fully underftood,— 2"i^^/ his dij'ciplcs 

F 2 hiuji] 
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%ull love one another ^ as he hath loved them— ^l 

And therefore this is made one diftinguilhing 

mark whereby wc may know ihac we ha^ve 

I Joh. 3. i|. puffed from death unto life, viz. \{ ive love t/^e 

brtthren. I'his command is ptcuiiarly ada[>- 

tcd CO I'hac new eilablilhmenrot the kingdom 

• ' oi God which took place by the gofptl ; by 

which, ihe church was enlarged^ and leparatcd 

from the world, not by any national iixnits, of 

C2(rnal diftinftions, but by the prokflion of his 

name, and the' union of his difciplcs in the 

fame faith, boedicnce, and hope of eternal life 

through him. All believers were to* appear 

Joh.i^. 18,19 openly on the fide of Chrift in oppofuion to 

Vy^iX. !• 27. the world, and (land firm in one body as fub- 

jedls of his kingdom, voluntarily engaged rcK 

mainrain their profcflion and defend hiscaufe. 

Yet they were to belong to different nations, 

anci be divided from one another by the fame 

variations of Gruation, iniercft/, (Complexions, 

and other circumttances in this world, as other 

men. It was therefore peculiarly ntceflary 

they fnould love one another, even as Chriit 

loved them, bccaufe otherwife they could not 

maintain that uiiion without which the church 

mult foon difappcaf and come to nothing." 

Being united under the fame 'Head, Jefui 

Eph. 4. 4, 5, Chrill the Captain of ODr falvation, and having 

the fame faiih in him, the fame regard" to hii' 
corr!mands,and the lame hope of immortality* 
\i\ hcuven, b: lievcrs continue walking toge- 
ther in the feliowfliip of the gofpcl, and fo 
diliihguilh themfelvcs as his difciples arid a 
church crc6led to hts honor. But unlefs they 
love one another, and that peculiarly as dif- 
ciples of the lame great Lord and Matter, 
I Cor. 3. 3. jj^j^y ^j]i eafily be divided by different worldly 

views, crumble into factions, drop the corii- 

• n:ion caufe of Chrill, and turn their weapons 

' ^ ^gainlj; 
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againft one another. From all thefe confide^ « 

rations it appears that the command oi Love 
to the Brethren is one, of the fundamental laws 
''of Chrift*s kingdom, abfolutcly neceffary for 
the continuaiice of bis chui:ch, and fupport ~ /*" ^ 
of his intercft in the world. ': 

Yet benevolence toward allfnankindis alio ^"^^«>^«l *«^ 
included amqng the laws of Chriil's kingdom. "^^^ *^"* Jk 
For by a very ftriking parable our Lord hath 
Ihcwed us, that cv^ry man who prefents.him- Lok. 10,29— * 
lelf before us as an pbjedl of compaflion and 37* 
kindnefsv though the gr^ ateft ftranger, is to 

^ be confidered as our neighbour. . He hath 
confirmed that great and general law, — Thou 
ihalt love thy neighbour as thy felf; and 
commanded us; as we have opportunity, td~d6 
good unto all men, but tfpccially to the houf- ^*^' 6..ioi . 

' hold of faith. 

, TkEREFORE, in general,, belieyers, are '^^^ g«"«fal 
bound, by their profcffion^ confciencioufly <q hoIk^s ^^ 
comply with/all the dutie;s which flow fi:om 
iove to God and our Savior, to their chriftian 
brethren, and to air mankind. They mufl »~ . ^^ 
exercite themfelves unto all godlinefs and vir- 1 Tim.4. 7^ 
tuc, faithfully fcrving Chnft> as his difciplesy Col. 3. 24. * 
by doing whatfoever he hath commanded ;. 
.^nd muft be diligent in every good work than J*^^' ^S- H» 
fhey may b^ accepted of him at his appearing^ 2 Pet. 3. 14; 
The mercy of God, which hath been fo won- Tit.i.ii-.i44 
derfulJy manifeftcd to all men by the gofpel, 
teacheth us, that denying ungodlinefs and 
V/orldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, rightC!-? 
oufly, and godly in this prefent world, in the 
joyful expeftation of the glorious appearing ; 
of the great God and our Savior Jefus Chrift, ^ t 

Chriflians are required to foUov/ after holinefs, Hcb, 12. 14^ 
^jihout which no man (halt fee the Lord •, to 

ftbftaii) 
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•! Tli^fr.5.21. abftain from all appearance of evil ; and tor 
Rom. 12. 9. cleave to chat which is goojd ; to be blamelefs 
PJdl. 2. 15. and harrnlefs, as the fons of God without re<- 

buke, ihining as lights in the world ; to have 
PkiT^^ '^* the fame mind, temper, and fpirit which was 
I Feu 2.^21. ^^ Chrift, and carefully to follow his example 

of obedience, meeknefs, and patience under 
' fufferings. In a word, chriftians are to ain^ 

P^**S'&->^ at the utmoft degrees ,pf wifdom, goodrrefs, 

righteoufnefsy and truth, defiring to be per* 

fed, even as our Father in heaven is perfed. 

4 

S k c T. IL 
Of the Duties we owe to Go<|, 

WE are taught, both by the law of na^^ 
ture and the clearer light Of revplation^ 
to pay all worfhip and honor to that Being 
whom we acknowlege as God. All people 
lurili walk every ope in t lie name of his God^ 
and we ought to walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever. 

Tlie great THE'firft and great command of the La\5f 

daiy of love i^^ — Tbcu Jhalt love the Lord thy God with all 

** ** ' thy hearty and with all thy foul^ and with all thy 

. miud^ and with all thy Jlfength^^ :. and this re- 

" ' mains ftill the perfeft rule and nr>eafufe of our 

love to God, as he hath manifellcd himfclf to 

1.^ us in Jefus Chrift. We rauft fee no bounds 

'to that love which we exprefs towards God in 

Chrid ; but labor that it may t^e more and 

more perfedcdl 

The general : . . 

hpnorand . CHRisTiANs'ought always tp fan^lify the 

to^God. Lord pf Horts in their hcarcs, and make him 

ife* % ' ^^^^ ^^^'' ^^^ ^^^^^ dread, rtmembring the 

PfaV 90. i I. power of his anger, and that his wrath is; equal 

tuk. II. 5. \q all Qur fears, for he is able to deftioy bot*h 

■ - > foul 
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foul and body in hell.. But ihey ar^.cftcou- 

Imaged at the fame time to hope in his mercy, .pfal. 33. t9} 

and rejoice greatly in the Loid becaufe he is P^^iJ- 4- 4-' 

the God of thcit falvatiori. It is their duty ^^*- ^*» ^^ 

to acknowlege their dependence upon him 

for all things relating to life and happinefs 1 

to take notice of his hand in all the difpenfa- 

tions of his providence ; to callupon him for 

Everything they want •,. to give thanks for 

all his mercies ; to truft in him at all times % 

and to derive all their hope and comfort front 

him, cfteeming his favor as their life, and ex- 

pedling fulnefs of joy and felicity in his pre- 

fence, 

• More particularly, Prayer h a prinrisiry The ^oty of , 
and nioft important duty of religion, plainly P'*yw» 
taught by the light of nature, inforccd by the . 
example of ail the faints from the beginning 
of the virorld, and moft exprefly commanded 
4ind urged in the /criptures of the new Tefta- 
liienc. That his difciples might have, a gene- 
ral diredion how to pray for things agreablc 
to the will of God, Chrift hath given them 
that (horif comprehenfivc form, commonly 
called ibe Lord's Prayer : and by a very natu- Luk.iS.i^j} 
ral parable, he hath encouraged them to pray 
with unwearied immportunity, in confidence 
that God will grant all their dcfires of every 
good thing, however he may feeth for a while 
to delay his gracious anfwers. The firft chri-^ 
ftians. abundantly exercifed ihemfelves in this 
important duty of' godlinefs : and we have 
repeated exhortations ip the new Teftamehr, , Theffc.ifi 
to pray always, with all rnanner of prayer and EpH. 6. i8, 
fupplication J and in every thing to rhake R<>»' "^- ta^ 
known our requefts to God, calling all oui" P^*l'4'6i 
burdens upon him, and giving thanks to him 
for every mercy. 

Ova 
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&crctpray. ^ Our' Lord Jefus Chrift himfclf hath vefy 
^** ; particularly inftruftcd, his difciplcs in the dutjr 

IkfAtt. 6 5, 6. oi fecret prayer^ direfiing them to avoid oft^n- 

tation in their own particular devotions, and 
commanrfing every one to enter into his cl9lj*t 
dnd pray in fecret to his Father in heaven^ 
with affurance that he who leech in fecret wilt 
hear, and give an oj5en reward. Of this pre- 
cept our "Lord hath given us an example, by 
retiring frequently to private places alone for 
prayer. 

Social pray- * Be LI EVE R s are alfo jointly to offer up pray- 
er, era and ^raifes to God, in fmallcr or largec 

focieties, as they have opportunity. Chrift 
hath encouraged them to this by a fpecial pro- 
Matt. f8. 10, mile, that where two Jhall agree on eartb^as 
*^* • touching any thing they Jhall qjk^ it Jhall be done 

, ' for 4 hem of his Father which is tft heaven \ and 
that where two or thre'e are gathered together in 
his name^ there he is in the midji of them. Upon 
this encouragement, which hath the force of a 
precept, both the public worfhip of the 
church, and all other focial-werftiip may be 
clearly proved to be the duty of chriftians. 

yaikuty pray- From the general commands to pray with- 
^^' out ceafing, both for ourfelves and others, the 

particular encouragement which two or three 
have to join in the fame requefts, & the united 
intcrefts of a chriftian family, together with 
the examples of frequent focial prayer record- 
ed in the fcriptures, and other obvious confi- 
derations, we may clearly argue the pro- 
- priety and neceffity of daily devotions in 
every family. So that the families which 
call not upon God, arc fo far like heathen 
families, and have reafon to fear the wrath of 
pod. 
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"BttT chriftians, as embodied intoa Chi3rc!i,NO^Aec5i«;clu 
fire more efpecially required to meet together Aa. ii. tg. 
in diftinrf fbcieties, that , they may unite in *• 4^«' 
prayers, and praifes, in hearing the wt>rd of " * 
God, and the adminiftration of aH divine or* - 
dfinances^ and in every part of religious fel* 
fow(hip And to neglett public worfhip un* 
heccffarify and catelefly, is to caft cohtempt ^^^« **• *M 
Upon Chrift, by ftighiiilg the moft cffential 
t>fdcr of his church* ' 

As under the old Teftament we find ptaytr Paftingi 
Vnd fafting joined together on extraordinary 
occafions \ fo our Lord Jcfus Chrrft hath not 
forbidden, but encouraged^ and rt'commendcd M*^^**- 1**^ 
this duty to his difciples \ commanding them ' \^ ^^,^ 
Jiot to do it merely by an outward hypocritical 
affectation of fadncfs and humility^ but rather 
fey that more inward and fecfet humiliation of 
the foul, which God only can fee» Fafting 
may be fomctimes very proper and advan- 
tageous, both in order to fubdue our bodily t Cor*^. j< 
appetites and gain the government of them, 
and that our fouls may be more intircly in- 
gaged in extraordinary devotions, and become 
ipore folemn and earned in confeflion of fins 
aind fupplications for fpecial mercies. But 
fince bur Lord hath not given us any direftU • • 
on to make this a part of conftant worrtiip, 
wifdom and prudence muft^ guide chriftians 
in this branch of devotion, and it Ihould be 
our care that it may always aflaft, and not hin- Col8fr^.-ftf; 
der us, in religious exercifes, and that we be 
not betrayed inta hypocrify or fuperftitionji 
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Icr is the duty of chri(tians }C^ aflemble The cfcfcfta*. 
themfelves ftatedly every firft day *of ^^e ^^j;^,^^^*»« 
liecky for the worlhip of God, .according to ^^ ^o T 

G > the 1 Ccr. 16. jl* 
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i\\^ prafticc of the Church under the Immef-J 
. diate direftion of the Apoftlcs. For aflbon as 

(jod had finifhcd the wpfk of creation/ he 
Gen. 2. 2, J. blcflfed the fcvcnth day of the week', thereby 
Exod. i6. 23 fan(Sify»ng and appropriating it to His 6\yn 
^30', honor and the benefit of ^the fouls of men. 

Mark 2' tj. y j^j^ original lofw of the Sabbath . was afterwards 
^^d,io. 8— in fcrted among the moral precepts of the two 
XI- Tables delivered to Mofes^ and from time to 

time very particularly and folemnly infdrced 
Ifa.5li3,i4. under the oldTtftament. And after the rc- 

furredion of our Lord Jefus, his difciples, with 
Aft 26. 7. one confcnt, jnftead of the fevdnth, obfervcd 
X Cor. 16. 2. x\^t firft day of the week to the honor of the . 

Redeemer, and gave it the n^nfe off the Lotd^i^ 
R€v, i; 10. da'j^ peculiarly devoting it to the fame great 

purpofes of religion for which the Sa'Bbattf . 

was originally »nftituted,and holding their con^J^ 

ftanc aflemblies on that day : which praftice 

"hath been continuqjd in the Church ever fir.ce.^ 

Therefore' we have full warrant for keeping 
Mark 2. 2I the firft day of the week as the chrhlian Sab-* 
Gal. 4.. 3,4,5. bath ; which we are to obferve, not with that 
Coloff. 2 \(). diftfoiiraging rigor of the anfient ceremonial 

law, but as a day of religious reft from world- 
Aa. 13 27,44 Iv labors and pleafures, fet apart for the Wor-, 

mip of (jod and ouf fpiritudl advaintage, that 
Heb. 4. 9* ^e may reme;mber and be prepared for Che. 

cverlafting reft of heaven. On this day Hot 

(Inly the public exerclfes of the Chufch are.ro 

be attended, but likewife all fuch private du-. 
J^ fOf ». tics of religion jn chriftian families as are pro- 
^ per to increife our knowlege of God, and love' 

a^d obedience to Chrift ; that all, in every 
Gc'ii. iS. 19. boiJfe, may be acquainted with the Gofpd or 
Jodi. 24. 15. falvaiion, and be inftrudted in every pare of 

true religidii. ' • ^ 
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Sect. IIL 

Of Self-government; 

j 

THEY who have the hope of falvation by Mortificarffl* i 
Jefus GhwiV, and the honorable privi- ^^iJ;J'^*/^ ^j"^. 
lege of being called the ions of God, muft ^*" "* ^ ** 
purify themtelvcs, even as he is pure ; ihey * J • 3* 3*' 
are encoursiged by all the precious promifcs 
of the Gofpcl to cleanfe themfelv.es from aH ? Cor. 7, u 
filthinefs bothofflefh and Ipirit, and carry 
holinefs to perfcftion in the. fear of the Lord, 
It muft be their conftant labor to keep the ' ^°^* .9- «74 
Jx)dy in fubjeftion, mortify the deeds of it, Rom, g, 10^ 
and yield all their meaibers as inftruments of "^l^' - 
righteoufncfs unto God. They are called to * ^* 
prcfent their bodies a living (acrifice, holy, Rom. iz.j; 
acceptable to God, ferving him wjtb every 
power of the who^e man, as realonable crea- 
tures. The ipiritual mind being formed in 
thefp., they mutt maintain a continual oppoli- Gal5. 16.17: 
tion to the l^fts which war in their members, ' ^«. 2. 11, 
that no fin may have dominion over them. 
Thc-y are required to watch againft the very Rom.. j3, iz^ 
firft principles and motions ot linin the heart, ^^ 

and to rcfift and fubduc the evil paflions and 
affedipiis of the mind, fuch as pride, wrath, ^o^- 3f 5— *• 
hatred, envy, a revengeful temper, inordinate J*"" }' '*• 
Jove of the world, impure delires, and the j/^. 4! r, 6. 
like. And having crucified the flefh with the Rom. ^2. 19^ 
affcSions and'lulls» they arc carefully to (hun ""^^• 
all ihofe works of the flefh which are cnume- ^ ^^^\^^'^^' 
raced in fcver^l paflages of the facred writings, ^17.' 
as fins which cxpoie men to the wrath of God^ Gal.5.i9.-2S 

and v/iU exclude them from the kingdoa) of^P^-5 3— 7- 
heaven. ' . . f o, . • »cor.6.c,..o. 

. 0^f the contrary, wre are bound, by our Ijopwcnjent v;jf^ 
hoi V prcfcffion, to' cultivate iU thole Hr^ces '" '{j* §^?'.^' ' •>. 

'' ' *•. ^-^ • . - cr the Spirii 
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^. which arc the genuine fruiis of the Spirit, v\z. 

Cal 5.$t,tj; love, joy, peace, lorig-fufFering, gcnilencfs. 
Jam,} 17,48, goodncfs, tanhfulpcfs, niccknelsy temperance, 
Couj. 12^15 and to clothe ourrdvcs with humility, and in 
4 fct. 5 ^. our whole temper and coriverfacion confider 

a. z\^i$. Jefus Chrift as our perfcft pattern of every 
thing aniiable aj)d pleafmg to God. 

Wirtk)man4 

Recency of Christians are commanded to walk cir«- 
condaft. cumfpedtly, not as fools bm as wite men, and 
^P Ji »S"* to follow after every thing lovely and of good 
Phil. 4 g," report. They are>io behave therfjfclv^s with 
'CoL 4, t: ^^^^ wifdom at all times, that they who arc 
hm 3. 13. not of the Church may have tio advantage of 
^om. 16 19 fpcaking evil of them, but may be afhamed 
iP^^S ?S'^' when tfeey accufe their good cooverfation in ^ 
Ronuij.u^ ChriU. Being children of the day, inlighren^ 
^i^ cd in the knowlcge of every thing excellent 

ftnd acceptabb to Godi chriftians ought to 

walk in a decent and honorable manner y not 

jn rioting and drunkennefs, not in private in* 

^ .' . trigues and wantonnefs, not in (Irife and en- 

vying, but as thofe who have put on the Lord 

Jefus Chrift, and defire in all things to keep 

fifVi }y ?'• * &^o^ conlcience. Bqt the particular rules 

of a wife conduit are more efpecially contaiq- 
cd in the mipircd book of Proverbs, in which 
Chrift fpeaks to his people by Solomon under 

the charader pf ^ifdonj/ ' 

♦ * , 

W^tchlbU As we are expofed to various temptations, 

ind m danger of bcjing drawn away from the 
iju*^' S"^* ?' faith and obedience of Chrift by ourpwn lufts^ 
41 P«;i »? 20. ^Y ^^6 y^^'^^ ^f ^^^ dc\\\y by ihie vanities of the 
H«b. t, 11. wofld, and the deceufulnefs of fm j it is ne-. 
. . " ^' ' cefTary that chriftians ftiould always be watcb^ 
Epk, 6, iQ^/ul \ Handing upon their guard as good foldi- 
Jl' crs of Jefus Chrift, quick to fpy, and armed 

JO oppofe every enemy on whatever fide thcjr 
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may be affaiilted, and ready to every part o£ 

duiy. Chrift, therefore commands his difciples 

to watch and pray, left they enter into tcmp<- Matt. «6. 4?? 

tation, being fenfiblc of the weaknefs of the Mark 13. 37. 

flefli ; and this is always a feafonable exhor- 

f^tioo^T^Pf^aUb ye^ Jtand faft in she faitb^ quit i Cor. 16,1 j/ 

you like fneny iejlrong — r— . 

More particularly j chriftians are warned Chaftity. 
ia.gainft fornication, and all the lufts of unclean- 1 Cor. 6. in 
ncfs, as fins which defilfe bochx the body and ^^^^ 
the foul, and are moft direftly contrary to 
their holy charafJter. 

^ It is a very rieccflary branch of ^uty, and ment^of tU* 
greatly^ tending to chriftian perfeftion, to re- tongue, 
ftrain the tongue from evil, that we may not jajn.3,2— n^ 
offend in word. Chrift commands his difci- \. t6 
plea 10 avoid all kinds of cuftomary fwearing.; Mat 5.33-37 
all curfing and bitternefs of language; all iPet. 3,9,10, 
clamor, railing, flander and evil f peaking ; iTim. 3. u. 
cveVy kind of Tying & deceit ; fooH(b talking, Jam. 4. ii,w, 
fcurrilous jcfting, and other fuch fins of the Coloff. 3. g. 
tongue. On the contrary our fpcech (hould ^P^' S- 4- 
always be with grace, ornamental to our pro- CoJ. 4- ^» 
feffion, feafoned with wifdom and religion, as 
with fait, that we may know . how to anfvcr 
every man. We (hould fpeak evil of no man, 
and not be brawlers, but gentle, ihewing all Tit. 5. ai 
meeknefs unto all men. In a word," we muft ' 
fpeak as thofe who expeft to be judged by the ^ 
GofpcU which gives us only that true freedom Jam. 2. it}, 
which cpnfifts in willing fubjeftion to the law 
and government of Chrift : remembring that 
by our words, as well as aftions, we ihall be ^^^^* ^*'37« 

judged at the laft day. 

'^ ■ Temperance^' 

Christians are required to be (bbcr and '^0^9.24,25 
Jempcrate in all things ^ in chc ufe of meats, i TUS,;'^-^. 

. and 8* 
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and drinks, apparel, and all thq enjoymentf 

^ Tint. 2. g. ^^d plcafures of life. The narural appeiices 

4- +• 5- are to be governed with wifdom and rcloluci- 

, on, that we may not abufe any thing, which 

God hath created and given us, for our health 

tea^ 5. 21. and comfort^ by fi;iful exccffes. Drunkennefs 

is ranked among the works of the flcfti, which 

(hut men out from the kingdom of God : arni 

^«k. 21. 34% gli^ttony or luxuripus indulgence in eating is 

equally ccnfured both by fcripture and realbhl 
Rom. 14. 14, We arc taught rather to reftrain our liberty, 
*^^3- even in things in tjiemfclves lawful, than, un- 

der the pretence of freedom, to venture too 
T Con 6. 12, far on the borders of fxn, or offend the weak 
'3* confcience pf a brother. They are enemies 

to the crofs of Chrift, who make the belljr 
PH 3.18,19. their idol, who glory in their (hame, and mind 

earthly things •, and it is one of the marks of 

the great apoftacy of the latter days, that men 

z xm. 3. 4. ^jjj j^^ Iq^^^ys ofpleafures^more than lovers of God. 

s Cpr. 6. 12, Though. all things are lawful which were de« 

'^* figned for the ufe of man, yet all things are 

noc expedient, and we mult nbt be brought 

under the power of any : meats are for the 

belly, and the belly for mca:s ; but it muft 

be rerpembred that God will deltroy borh ic 

and them, and it is difhonorablc: to a chrittian 

*'. ^ to fuffcr his foul to be inflavcd to things ir> 

their own nature pefifiiing, and whjch muft 

foon be deftroyed, fince he profeffcs to be 

' fccking immortaliry. 

Prudence and 

tai^TA As /believers muft not be flothful in the 

the attatrs of ^ .',•.. ^ . , . ... 

this life. aliairs or their lalvation, buc tervent m fpinc, 

Rom. 12. II. fcrving the Lord ; fo they,, ought to be dili- 
Fpi. > 28. Sl^^^ *" ^^^ common bufin'efs oflife, working ^ 

in fome honeft calliQg,that tbey"a)ay not oqly 

proVide for themfclves and thof^ of their owi^ 

» Ijc^fe, but alfo have fomething to give to him' 

V ' ' that 



ijjat ncedeth; Ithey are cenfured by the- Apa* 2 Theff. 5; 
ftlff as diforderly. perlons ^j&^ negleS to laior^'^^5* 
and earn^ their own breads and idly Jpttid their - 
ti/n^ from houfeto hovfe^ bujying tbemfelves in 
ulibcr metis matters. 

s E c T. ly. 

Social Duties. 

WHRISTIANS ought to regard 'juflict as ^^^^:^^'^^ 
\J one of the weighty things both of the * ,; 

'Law and Gofpel. Truth and honefty Ihouid ^att. 23. 23, 
appear in all their dealings with men. They 2 Cor. u \z% 
muft not allow themfelves even in the moft 4« ^ 
iecrec fraud \ but are called to renounce the 
^ hidden things of difhonefty, and every kind 
of craft and deceit, as well as open theft and 
robbery, and (hew themfelves Ifraehtes indeed'* J^^* '• 47^ 
in whorn is no guile. As they are required Pfal. 32. i,«. 
always to fpeak the truth from the heart, fo^2 Cor. 7. 14 
their whole condudl fhould be upright,, and. 
their fidelity (hould appear in the performance ^{2^^, ,5. 2,4^ 
of every promifeygiid the difcharge of every, 11. 7. 
truft. We muft remember that the righteous ^ 
Lord Joveth righteoufnefs, and his* countc-^ 
nance beholdeth the, upright. , 

Bel fE VERS niuft bq full of tiiercy and good ,Mcro]^ and 
ffuitsj kind, tenderhearted, abounding in eve- ,ki««iiicfs. 
ry good worki and, ready (0 forgive the grea- CoU jf, w: 
left injuries. They are taught to pity the z Con 8 7-**' 
afflifted, relieve the diftreffed, and freely dif- V5-&chap.9, 
perfe and give to the poor. They arc warn- \]^}^^^\\;^ 
. ccl to take heed of covetoufnefs, which is idola- . 
try ; arid inftruSed to be good and merciful, j[:olofl; 3. 5* 
even as oar Father in heaven is merciful, and g^^^j - 
not to be rigorous in exaAi.ng even their pro- i^uk.6.35,56, 
per rights, but give up their juft claims ra- kfatt.5. 38-^ 

. iherli. 

./ 
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(tier than do any thing whkh hath the appeaf% 
' ' ancc of revenge or cruelty. 

Duties of 

particular re- Gfiri ST hath given a fpccial command, that 
lations. Hujbands (hould love their WivcSj even as he 

Eph. 5. 22— i^^^j^ j^y^j jj^^ Church, to regard them even 

6. J— 9. as part of their ow^> bodies, and tenderly 
Coloff. 3. 18, ^'^^"^ ^hem as their own fitfli, (hewing no 
—25. ' bitternefs againft them. He hath alfo re- 
-^f «• . .quired fVives to fubmit themfclvcs unto their 
I Pet. 3* I— own hafbands, to love, themi and be under 
7?. becoming fubmiflion, taking pattern from that 

love and . reverence which the Church yields 
to Chrift. Children zTt required to obey their 
parents in the' Lord, as what is^ juftly due 
from them, and in fo doing encouraged to 
hope for the promife of life remarkably an- 
nexed to that firft command'of the !2d Table, 
• Honour thy Father^ and thy Mother*. And 
Parents arc commanded to govern their chil- 
dren with fuch wifdoTTt, kindnefs, and fteadi* 
nefs^ as not to provoke ihcm by ill treatment, 
J-! or difcourage them from their duty ; and to 

take all proper pains to bring them up in the , 
nurture and admonition of the Lord* Ser^ 
ifantszv^ irrftrufted to be obedient, to their 
maftcrs ; not with eye-fcrvice as men*pleafersi 
but in flnglenefs of heart . fearing God, doing 
every thing heartily as to the Lord and not 
unto men ; pleafing them well in all things ; 
vTlti J; jH- not anfwcring again \ not pilfering or embez- 
'^' zeling their maftcr*s goods, but {hewing all 

good fidelity. And Mafiers are required on . 
the other hand to treat their fervants well, to 
forbear the fcverity of ihreatnings, and give 
them that which is juft and e'qual, knowing 
that they themfetves alfo have a Mafter in 
leavcri. Thus In every relation the Gofpel 
:eacheth us to adorn the doftrbc of God our 
aviour» ' IX 



. It is a good and plcafant thing ior bfctWcn *^^«',« ^^ 
:6? the fame family to dv^ell together in uiiity : J,";**'"'^'*^ 
and chriftians, being brethteft, as they are all pfai. 3|. 
the children of Ood by faith, ire required to Gal. J, 26-28 
'maintain fervent charity aittdrtg themfelvtsj ^ ^««^3- 8 
knd preferve the unity of th? Spirit, in. the Ept.^ii-^d^ 
bond of peac^. They rtiuft not ftfck every 
man his own things^ but fcvtrv one his bro^- iCor. i&ii 14^ 
iher's welfare; In iiianaging all the affairs of 
the church, as well as iri their more, private 
'fconverfatiorii their airil (hould be to edify onb ^otn. 14. t^ 
anorhcr. Every* ippearince of pride and viih 
glory, etiyyi and Itrlfe, among chriftian bfe- ^•^^ 6- *^* 
threh, and eVery thing Which tfehds to fjro- PHil. 2; 3. 
Voke one another and caufe divifions and con- jam. 3* i^--; 
tentionSj muft be pronouhced oppofite to that *^' 
■Wifdom which is from abbte : fuch rhings 
J)roce^d from a carnal fpitit and temper^ and 
iare declared to be earthly^ fenfual and deviU 
iih. Every chriftian ought to think foberlyftohi. 12*3^ 
and modeftly of himfelf, and inftead of being *®* 
conceited of his ovirn fcnowlegfe or attainment^ Pl»il. a. iH 
in grace,' each flbould be ready to efteeiri ano- *^' 
ther better than himfelf. Chriftian brethren ^ 

ought toVmanifeft fineere love and tcndcrlicfs " ZJ*?^5-'4J 
in exhorting^ admonilhing and t-eproving each ^^'^^^i^^S^ 
Other. Th6 gentlcff methods Ihould be ufed . 
to reclaim an offending brotbeti in a private . 
manner, before the church is infoffned againft • 
him. With all meeknefs, and pity, and with Witt.ilii(-^ 
all pfoper allowances for huiilane infirmities, ''" 
we (hould tell hirh of his faults, and not bear 
tiny fccret grudge in our hearts agiinft him^ tcir. tj. i/i 
br ht fevere ih our cenfures. We muffe be 
teady to forgive any perfonal injuries, though Mitt. & t^ 
often repeated, as God for Chrift*s fkke hath 15. 
Forgiven us, and muft reje6t none wholly from 18.21— 3 j 
bur charity, whom Chrift will not rejea; I^J; +.,|.*' 
^C the great d&y according to the plain decla* 

H ratioha 



. ' t 5« 1 

... , ■ 

fatiohs of the Gofpel. And in MpuUic ceOi 

fures the Church pught to proceed according 

)lat.i8.i5— to the rules which Chrilt has given us in his 

20. vrordi and. imitate his example, who is touch- 

Heb.2.i7,i^ cd with a feeling of our infirmiities, arid hatR 

4. 14-^16. compaffion on the ignorant and them that arc 

out of the way ; and if a man be overtaken 

OaK 6« 1—5 in a fault, they which arc fpiritual fhould-bc 

ready to reftore fuch an one in the fpirit of 
meeknefs^ conGdering that they themlclvca 
trlfo arc liable 10 be tempted. 

fifoftodr id he . ; 

given to the To all thc ofHcers whictb Chrift has ap* 

-j^fficertof the pointed in his Church due, honor is to be 

Church. , pj^jj^ efpccially to thofc who labor in word 

I rim. J.17. and dodrine, whom the Holy Ghoft hath 

made Overfeers of the flock of God. ' As it is 
Aa. io. ifi the duty of the Elders orOverieers to feed that 
f* flock whichChrift hath purchafed wiihJris owrt 

z rua«4.i,i. blood, by preaching the word, delivering to 
^ V them the doctrines and commands of Chriii-, 

and admoniflhiing and governing the Church 
I Tim. 6. 3 according ib his wilf declared in bis word, 
• ' not as having dominion over their faith and 
€ Pet. f *,j. being lords over God*s heritage, but as help- 
zCor. t. 24. lets of their |dy.:.fo on the other hand it is 
1 Thtfr5.i2, <he/duty:of the brethren to know and eft e em 
»3- themvtry highly' in love fcr their works fake^ 

Hebr i:j. \j4 and to oi^ey ^nd jubmit .ihetiifelves to their in- • 
', ftru(5liofi and, government, bccaufc they vvatc^ 

for fouls as (hofe who m^ft give an accouat^ 
• r. And fjnce the benefit of the. Church depends 

much upon the gopu reputattbn of tbole^^hil 
' are it^Srintlru^ars and guides^ chriftians ought 

carefully to obfervc th-^t ri^lc of the Gofpel,r-T- 
IThn.5 19. /igainit an Elder receive not an accufaiiani' b%it 
Pfal. 15. 3. bejare iwo of three witnejpj^^ ^nd not c4filjf 

liften to every flandetous reports ^ ^ 

^ It 
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tT IS an f xprefs law ot Chrift, that they who 
f reach the Go Ipl Jbould live of tbeGofpel^ ac- ^^or.gi^^ 
OifJing to that antknt command of the law i Tim 5. i9p 
of Mofrs, — Thou /ifalt not muzzle the mcutb bj Dcut. ^5. 4. 
the o».tbat treadetb out the corn Chrillians 
therefore muft not think it much, if they whofe 
bufiaeftuis to fow to them fpiritual things^ 
Ihould reap fome»rcw;3ird in their carnal things, 
and not bear their own.charges while they 
;are laboring in the work of the Gofp^l. 

Many incidental /charges well nece/Tarily a- f^^^^^^** /* 
rife in the Church in common with every other ijje poor! f 
fockty^ and every one ought cheerfully to con-» 
tribu*e towarc^s dt fraying them, out of love \ , 

to Chrift. But cfpecially it is one eflential Gal. j^ io» 
part of chriftian ftllowfhip, that the Church 
foould take care, of the poor member Sy and pro- !???•* ^3 -ly 
vide for the ncccffary and comfortable fupply \^^^ ^^^ 
of their wants. This is one of the moft di^ ^Cor. 87, 8, 
reft proofs of our love to Chrift, and for this 24. 
bufinefs in a peculiar manner Deacons were k&. 6 1—7. 
originally appointed in the Church.. Every ,Cor. 16.1, 2. 
ineniber therefore ought, on all prop'er occa- 
fions, to (hew his readinefs to all fuch works 2Cor d loj^f* 
pf love, and give according. to his ability, for J5- 
the relief of the poor brethren, not by £on- 9' i^^' 
ftraint, but cheerfully and wiiholit grv^dging, 
.difcovering a bountiful dilpofitron^ and not a 
ipirit* of covctoufncfs 5 for God loveth a 
jcbccrful giyer. " 

Christians arc taught to be fubieft unto Subjetamn ui 
the higher powers, and to obey ijiagiftrares ^^ fi^^E*- 
in the exercife of their lawful authority : be- ^jj, '^ |, 
caufethe powers which are eftabliflied in the Rom.13. !•«• 
World, are ordained of God, and iet up by his 6. 
provid :nce, not to be a terror to good works 
but to the cvilt ' They are minifters of God 
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'■ for good to them jhat do well j but reyci^^ 
gers to eicecute wr^th and juft ppnj(hm^n.e 
• upon theoi to do evi]. Therefore chriftian^ 
lire comipanrfed to be fubjpil, not rnertly 
through fear, but for confcience f^ke, regard^ 
jng the w»fd6rp, ^utljoriry, and goodnels ot ' 
. God in th^\ providential irjftitution pf civtl 
government. While they have the fam^ 
ilaim irp (ill fivH fights as Other pien^ they 
ought norto be turbulent and feditious, or 
breakers of the public peace and order. Our 

yim. 17. 24 X^ox^ hath taughr p^ by ,hi$ own cjjample^cp 

^il'ij^zz, tender qntoC^far the things which beCjefar's, 

' ^"^^ * *ud unto God the things which bcpQd*s 5 tq 

: pay ^hateve;* trib^ite or tax i^ lawfully require 

ed of qs^ and not wiljingjy tp o^cnd againft 

eft01i(lied laws ^nd cuftoms of government, 

lTiif.8,'ii I* We ^re bound to fray fQr Kings find alt itf 

auilQrity^ th^f we may lead f quit t and peace^ 
able life )n all godlinefs and hontfty. In 

4^. |. ?9- fnaaer§ of pyre .religio4i, we mu/t obey Go4 

rathe)* than man ^ but in civil matters wc 
mufi: lubmit to eyery o dinancc of man for 

l?et,j. ?3«r ihe Loid's r^fee, whjerher it be ^nto the King 

'i* ' a$ fuprcqie, o; unto Govexnors apd pther 

jpagiltrates ^3 appointed oyer us both by Go4 

^ and, the K^ng \ for fo is the will of God thaf 

by well doing we may put to filence th^ 

A^' ?+ S* igqoranqe pf feohf)} ipen^ when they accufisj 

chr»ftians as enemies to the ciyij governj 
menu, Thtfe ftiort fentcnces ought always to 

I Pc.^ 9i !:• be x'^vc\^tT\hvitd'^^ Honour all men — ,^ Lovb- 

the hoib^ibegdr^, f^€(i)r Qod^.* Hmur fbt 

a- 

PJoW to fuoi up 41 \ if chrlTiai'S defire tp 

be perfediy acquainted with the mind of 

GqJ. and praflice all the duties of religion, 
J^, J, «!»*• ^j^gy ^y|^ ^^j.^ ^|j^ ^gj^ P^ Qg^ ^h^jr con- 
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ftant ftudy and meditation, and endeavor to ^^*** ^" ^* 
' be more acquainted i^ich thofe facred oracles 
of truth which will teach them every part of 
wifdom and righteoufncfs, a;nd furniih them 
thoroughly unto every good work : and be- 
ing well mftruded in the hoi/ lcr|ptures, and 
praying always, they may hope for the con- 
stant dircftioa and help of the, holy Spirit in ' J^*** ^'^X 
prder to the difcbarge of their w^ole duty. 
In all our condu(5^ towards men, that golden 
rule which our jLord hath given us will be 
xhe beft general diredory, — fVbatfoever ye}^^^ 7* «^ 
%i0ould that men Jhould do unto yoUy do ye €v$n 
fbe fame unto them-^ : and as to every par- 
ticular branch of true religion in the various 
circumftances which may occur, a well in- ^^^* *• ^ 
lightened and good confcience m\\ be pur faith- * *'' ^' *^ 

ful monitor. 

■ 

Finally, brethren, wbatfoeyer things are Plii%t«R^ 
jtrue> honeft, juft, pure, lovely, of good re- 
port ; if therfe be any virtue 5 if there be any 
praife^ we muft think on thcfe thing?, and 
be followers of thofe whp have fct us the 
pjoft emment examples of an holy converfa- 
tjon. For if we are diligent in the pradice 
of thefe things, in confequence of that faith sPctLj^ 
which we profefs, we fliail njake our calling' *'• 
0nd eleftion fure, and fhall never fall 5 for 
fo an entrance (ball be adminiftred to us a- 
bundantly into the everlailing kingdom of 
ppr Lord ftnd Savior Jefus Chrift. 
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